





Giving Music Its Right 


Place 


Che Sunday School Gimes 


Copyright, rors, by The Sunday School Times Co. 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as second-class matter. 





Published weekly by The Sunday School 
Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., Phila., Pa. 


Philadelphia, September 25, 1915 


Vol, Fifty-seven, No. 39 


$1.50 a year; in clubs, $1.00 
See page 559 





Lesson for October 10 in this Issue 





Notes on Open Letters : 
Res:fulness of the Song Life. ......... + .546 
Good-by—Churech Choir Quarrels!. ..... . «546 
Which Action for Your Organ? ......... .546 
From a Veteran Pastor's Prayers . . . eee 
Making Your Sunday-School Music Re rally E ffe Cctive. By 
Grant Colfax ‘Tullar ... . SF 
Billy Sunday Wins Omaha the First Dey. By Gone G. 
Wallace . 548 
Why We Believe in Our ‘Sandap-Behosl Orches stra . 549 
‘Thou Art My Victory—a New Hymn . . 550 
Singing a Kentucky Horseman Hone. . . 550 


A Hymn that Has Won Thousands. ....... . 550 
General Iesson Helps ", §51- -556 
For Family Worship. By the Rev. Jose oh Ww. ‘Ke mp . .556 
Piano Pointers for the wneny “School. By J. Lincoln 


Hall .% 558 
For Children at eee. 4 ee Se ee 
Can You Answer These Que sions? By Samuel Sco- 

Se | ie ode ek cy, ee, 


‘The Young People’s Pra ayer Mes ing, By Robert E. Speer, 560 


% 


Lesson Calendar 


Golden Text for the Quarter: Jehovah is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger, and abundant in lovingkindness.—Psa. 103 : 


1. October 3.—Elijah in Naboth’s Vineyard. . . 7 Kings 21 
2. Oct. 10.—Elijah Taken Up into Heaven .1 ‘Kings 2:1-12a 
3. October 17.—Elisha Heals Naaman the Syrian . . 2 Kings 5 
4 October.24.—Elisha’s Heavenly Defenders. . . .2 Kings 6 : 8-23 
October 31.—The Boy Joash Crowned King . 2 Kings 11: 1-20 
. November 7.—Joash Repairs the Temple . 2 Kings 11: 21 to 12 : 16 
. November 14.—Daniel in the King’s Court (World’s 
‘Temperance Sunday) 
November 21.—Jonah a Missionary to Nineveh 
(Foreign Missionary Lesson) . Jonah 3: 1to4:i 
November 28.—Amos, the Fearless Prophet _— 
Missionary Lesson) . 
10. December 5.—Uzziah’s Pride and Punishment . 


onc 


re) 


. Amos 5: I-15 
. 2 Chron. 26 


11. December 12.—Jehovah Yearns over Bz wee 
Parr ie Hos. rr : 1-18 
12. December 19.—‘The Fall and C aptivity of Israel . 2 Kings 1721-18 
Or, ¢ brinteas is Lesson: The Song of the Angels Luke 2: 1-20 
13. Decembe r 26.—Review: Jehovah’s Gracious Promises to 
a eee ° . a Read Hos. 14 
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My Father’s House 
By Grace M. Chapin 


H, when my life’s great school is through 
I shall not ask if Heaven is true, 
Nor question aught that Jesus meant,— 
‘* My Father’s house ’” gives full content ! 


Get Out of the “‘ Yekka’’! 


It is possible to do a great deal and accomplish 
very little. A foreign mission board secretary has 
said that his experience in using the ‘‘yekka’’ in 
India as a means of conveyance gave him a clear idea 
of motion without progress,—a maximum of motion 
with a minimum of progress. And then he suggested 
that certain Christians in our day of bustle and activ- 
ity were engaged in exactly that sort of thing : motion 
without progress. Perhaps God is patiently waiting 
for us to ‘‘ get out of the yekka,’’ so that he can really 
use us as he wants to. Less activity, even in Chris- 
tian service, may mean greater progress both for our 
Lord’s work and for ourselves, 


=< 
Who Is “On the Job”? 


Life’s choices are never in the plural : itis always 
a choice between God and Self. And the hidden 
spelling of Self is Satan. A minister who had found 
Christ in a new way wrote to a friend : ‘**Oneis your 
Master,’ and only one. It is never part self and part 
Him. It is always either all Him or all self; there 








are never two masters. And we have all proved to 
ourselves that self is one mighty poor master to be 
‘on the job.’ ‘That settled in our thought, the logic 
is easy."’ As some one else has said, self on the 
throne in the heart always means Christ on the cross 
in the heart ; self on the cross means Christ on the 
throne. Shall we accept this minister's ‘* logic,"’ 
which drives us as bondslaves for eternity into the 
keeping of Christ the unconditional monarch, in 
whose slavery alone we can find Liberty ? 


— 
Words That Fail or Win 


What we say to another is of little consequence : 
what the other hears is the important thing. The 
words that we speak are often far from being what the 
listener hears ; he goes away not with the exact words, 
but with an impression. A Christian who with the 
kindest intentions had told a friend how some other 
friends felt about a certain matter, was surprised to 
learn that his words were misquoted to mean some- 
thing entirely different. Particularly in the matter of 
stating spiritual truth, the words may exactly give the 
truth ; yet it is not the accuracy of the words that 
counis, but how much of the real truth takes root in 
the listener’s heart. What is said, how it is said, the 
love in back of it,—all go to make up the impression 
given ; and we must ask the Spirit for words that will 
make the truth clear, not to our own understanding, 
but to that of the other. Speech that is ‘‘ always with 
grace, seasoned with salt,’’ is speech that really car- 
ries the inessage home to the hearer. 


= 
Prayer that Always Prevails 


A sure test of real prayer is.that it is never with- 
out an answer. To some prayers God must answer 
no, and give something better, as he gave Paul when 
asked that the thorn in the flesh be taken away. But 


“ 


surely these prayers to which God must answer no 
should be the exception in a life of real prayer expe- 
riences. At the top of one of the pages of a mission- 
ary magazine was displayed in bold type the quotation : 
‘« Prevailing prayer gets what it asks.’’ One of the 
tests of a false prophet was this; ‘*‘ When a prophet 
speaketh in the name of Jehovah, if the thing follow 
not, nor come to pass, that is the thing which Jeho- 
vah hath not spoken’ (Deut. 18: 22), So the prayer 
that does not come to pass is the prayer that God's 
Spirit has not spoken, for he makes intercession ac- 
cording to the will of God. Prevailing prayer is the 
prayei that God himself creates. And so the secret 
of prayer that gets what it wants and what it asks i 


just—God. 
a 


A Traveling “Annoyance” 

When another does something that naturally 
would ‘‘annoy,’’ the Christian can be certain that 
God is lovingly granting him an opportunity to serve. 
And he can be certain that for him to feel annoyed 
is sin. A Christian layman was recently traveling in 
a train on his way to help in evangelistic services. 
There were a number of vacant seats in the car that 
he entered, and having considerable baggage, he took 
possession of an entire seat. He left his place for a 
few moments, and upon returning found a man com- 
fortably seated next the window in his seat. ‘* Why 
didn’t he take one of those vacant seats ?’’ he said to 
himself with some annoyance. But when he sat be- 
side the man he turned to the Lord and asked for- 
giveness for the sin. Then he turned to his new com- 
panion, entered into conversation with him, and before 
the journey was over led him to accept Christ as his 
Saviour. The Master knew what fe was after when 
he let that unsaved man do an apparently selfish 
thing. And we can always praise God for ‘‘ annoy- 
ances’’ of any kind, assured that they enable him to 
reveal his patience and love through us, 
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When Life Is a Song 


HE best singing is the kind that cannot be kept 
in, not the kind that has to be coaxed out, It 
comes from those into whose hearts God him- 

self has put a song : a miraculous song, which must 
express itself because it will not be denied. 

Here is a very practical hint, a musical secret, for 
pastors, choir leaders, and other Christian workers 
who are concerned over the problem of getting their 
people to sing as they should. The truest Christian 
singing cannot be imitated or even cultivated. The 
voice can indeed be cultivated, but not ‘‘ the song’’ 
of which the voice is merely the expression. If you 
want the singing in your church or Sunday-school to 
be at its best, you must simply see to it that a con- 
siderable number of the members are led out into an 
utterly new experience of Christ as their victory and 
their life. Zexz you'll have singing! You will have 
the sort of singing that transforms this earth, because 
it will have come directly from the heart of heaven. 

Sin is discord. Jesus came to put an end to dis- 
cord, ‘‘for itis he that shall save his people from 
their sins.’ When the warring against God of the 
sin within ceases, discord ends and such harmony 
begins in that life as no man can ever imagine until 
he is rejoicing in it for himself. And why is it that 
the life in which Jesus is supreme is necessarily a 
songful life ? It is because God himself isasong. The 
first earthly song of which we have any record in the 
Bible is that of Moses when God miraculously set his 
people Israel free from bondage. With irrepressible 
thanksgiving and enthusiasm they sang : 

‘«T will sing unto Jehovah, for he hath triumphed 
gloriously’’ ; and then came the secret of this new 


singing : ‘* Jehovah is my... song, And he is be- 
come my salvation.”’ 

When we let God become the salvation of our whole 
life by letting Christ himself become our actual life, 
it is no wonder that our life itself is turned into a 
constant song, 

And how striking it is to discover that, as that song 
of Moses, which gives all praise to God, is the first 
recorded song in the Bible, so the last time we find 
the word ‘‘song’’ in God’s Word, over in the 15th 
chapter of Revelation, we hear them singing ‘the 
song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the 
Lamb.’’ The life into which our Lord Jesus Christ 
has once brought the Jehovah-song is going to con- 
tinue singing throughout all eternity. 

If this miracle song of new life is within us, it ne- 
cessarily follows that nothing that can ‘‘happen’’ to 
us from without can stop the song. The ‘‘song that 
is Christ’’ is beyond the power of circumstances to 
quench or diminish. Two men who knew the eternal 
music were one time viciously maltreated, shamefully 
bruised and beaten up, were thrown into such a prison 
as would not be tolerated in a civilized land to-day, 
and then, bruised and aching, were thrust into 
stocks. The song was over for them /¢af night, you 
say? Then that shows you don’t know the song. 
Those two men were so happy that they just could not 
keep still about it. Perhaps thev asked each other 
whether they really ought to give vent to their feelings 
and sing there; but about midnight they couldn't 
stand it any longer, and the music broke loose. The 
other, prisoners, had never heard anything like this 
midnight musicale in that dirty old prison and—you 
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know the rest of the story. God himself couldn't 
stand it any longer, either, so he just sent a great 
earthquake, shook up the foundations of the prison 
house, opened the doors, and every one’s manacles 
fell away. And before dawn broke the next morning 
the jailer who was about to commit suicide because of 
this new experience in prison routine, was singing that 
same Jehovah-song himself, and all his house with 
him ; and they are still singing it. The right kind of 
music is a very practical thing. Incidentally, it is more 
dynamic than dynamite. God wants us to sing, if we'll 
sing the right way. 

The singing that cannot be quenched is just as 
miraculous and real in the twentieth century as in the 
first. The writer will never forget the singing that 
rose to heaven from the great tents of the Keswick 
Convention two summers ago. A letter that was read 
to the convention from a woman who had learned the 
new song told of as great a miracle in her own life as 
that which God had wrought in the lives of the pris- 
oners Paul and Silas. She wrote: 

**] would like to testify that the blessing /as¢s. In 
1905 and 1906 God brought me to Keswick first, and 
changed my whole life. Jesus saves always. The 
last three years have been those of special testing. 
Sickness, sorrow, financial trouble, the watching night 
and day by a loved one—and then that loved one’s 
Home-going,—the only one I had on earth. Then 
more trial of faith, but through it all He put a new 
song in my mouth, and taught me to praise as never 
before. And this Keswick, in saddest circumstances, 
has been the gladdest.’’ 

In few places in this world can one hear quite such 
singing as at Keswick. God has made its great an- 
nual convention of five thousand persons the channel 
for the message of the Victorious Life in Christ in an 
almost unique way. To hear the oceantide of song 
that rises from the music-filled lives of those who are 
finding Christ in his fulness there, to look into the 
faces of the great multitude as it pours out its heart in 
song, is an experience that is a fureglimpse of the 
heavenly choirs of the Apocalypse. 

When we have begun to know the blessings of the 
Jehovah-song, we can understand how it is that in 
heathen lands music is not music at all, —only a tragic 
counterfeit, a cruel deformity. The writer asked 
Charles Ernest ‘Scott, of China, what he had-found of 
real music in that black land of heathenism, and this 
is what he answered: 

**] have walked hundreds of miles, along beside of, 
behind, and in front of many Chinese, and have list- 
ened intently to their weird, minor, nasal cavortings 
in high falsetto, vainly trying myself to imitate and 
reproduce those sounds. I understand something of 
what real music is, having spent a good many years 
studying it, and practising it as a member of college 
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From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


Gracious God, our Father, we thank thee for framing 
and endowing our bodies so wondrously. Give us grace 
to appreciate this strange privilege, and to respond to it 
with ardor and high resolve. We would be conquerors 
of the flesh, not its slaves and victims. Make us wealthy 
in thy Spirit. So possess us that our eyes shall flash thy 
messages and thy speech ripple from our tongues. Oh, 
for the fulness of God! 











the common folks are familiar. 
been used with Christian words and put into our 
church hymnals; but they are concessions to Chinese 
tradition, and are very few in number. 
and end in minors, are full of quaverings and as 
loaded with melancholy as an egg is with meat. Weird, 
there is a vein of sadness in them as of joy unattained, 
of hope unrealizable. 
of unutterable homesickness. 


male quartette, of glee club, and of church choir, but 
by the largest stretch of the imagination I cannot call 
this singing. 


‘* There are several Buddhist chants, with which 
Some of these have 


They begin 


They give many people a sense 


‘‘] have moved among the peasants in the fields, 


among the traders at the market, among travelers 
bound on festival pilgrimages, among thousands in 
the wild frenzies of ‘mob worshiping’ at famed tem- 
ples, among people in many kinds of heathen pro- 
cessions, but never have I among them heard music. 
To the music lover as such it is depressing in the ex- 
treme : all this heathen world of nozse, and of count- 
less faces, dull, or expressionless, or stupid, or sottish, 
or evil, or leering, or bestial, or unutterably sad, even 


while they chant to ‘make’ worship. 


‘‘If leaden motives cannot be transfused into 


golden deeds, neither can the conditions of heathen 


horror be expected to produce in those who sit in 
darkness glad and holy song to the Creator and Pre- 
server, Saviour and Lord, whom they know not.”’ 

Our Lord Jesus longs to be the music and the song 
of this whole earth and of every life that lives here. 
Some day he is going to be. We can hasten that 
wonderful time of his coming by letting the music of 
his presence now within us win others to him by the 
sheer beauty of the new song that he will give us. 
That is one of the reasons why he wants us to keep 
singing ; and we can say with the Psalmist : 


m=? 
** And he hath put a new song in my mouth, 
even praise unto our God : 
Many shall see it, and fear, 
And shall trust in Jehovah.”’ 


When our life is really a song, others near by and 
far away will begin to. know heaven's mysic for them- 
selves. 








Restfulness of the Song Life 


1 have surrendered wholly to Jesus, and am finding out 
the peace and joy that come when we let him do all for 
us, as you have so fully told us in your paper. 

1 have been taking vocal lessons, and I have found that 
some of the principles of singing are such a fine illusira- 
tion of the life ‘hid with Christ in God.”’ 

Almost the first thing my teacher told me was this: 
** The secret of good singing is to relax, open up, and 
give the tone room. You need never help to make a tone, 
but instead let go, and the tone will take care of itself."’ 
She is constantly saying, ‘* Let go; don’t take hold, but 
just open up and give the tone plenty of room.” 

So all the dear Lord asks of us is that we give him room, 
let go of ourselves, and relax and rest in him. 

1 have learned that we can hinder the Lord by helping 
him. Just as we mar and spoil a tone when we take hold 
of it and try to sing, so when we take hold and trv to do 
that which Jesus alone can do and longs to do for us, we 
hinder and grieve him and mar our service. 

Could you tell me where to get the song-book used at 
the Keswick Convention ?—AN OHIO MUSIC LOVER. 


It is trying to get victory that keeps so many Chris- 
tians out of victory. This music loving Christian has 
learned the secret. She has entered into what the 
Keswick Convention calls ‘‘the rest of faith."’ The 
4th chapter of Hebrews tells about this wonderful life 
very plainly, and sums it up in the word: ‘‘ There re- 
maineth therefore a sabbath rest for the people of God. 
For he that is entered into his rest hath himself also 
rested from his works, as God did from his."’ If we 
want to know the freedom from the power of sin by 
which alone we can serve God acceptably, we must 
stop trying to help our Lord Jesus Christ do that which 
he alone can do and which is exclusiyely: his work. 


Later in the same letter to the Hebrews the writer says 
(9 : 14), ‘‘how much more shall the blood of Christ, . . . 
cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the 
living God?’’ and one of the deadest of dead works is 
our attempting to mix in our own efforts with that which 
is to be had only through the grace of God,—his un- 
deserved gift, our victory. Why not cease from our 
struggles and sing from the heart the hymn ‘Thou 
Art My Victory’’ in which it is hoped that many 
readers of The Sunday School Times can really join. 

The title of the Keswick hymn-book, which is the 
most remarkable selection known to the Editor of 
hymns for the deeper spiritual life, is «* Hymns of Con- 
secration and Faith.’’ It is published in London and 
Edinburgh by Marshall Brothers, Ltd., in various 
styles and bindings, both with and without music. 
Doubtless it can be had through various publishers of 
hymn-books or other religious literature in the United 
States and Canada, 

x 


Good By—Church Choir Quarrels! 


Here is good news. The readers of The Sunday. 
School Times know nothing about church choir quar- 
rels. For in last year's Music Number of the Times, 
the editors asked whether these alleged quarrels were 
largely imaginary, or had they a basis in real experi- 
ence? And Times readers were asked to write frankly 
as to their own experiences in this matter. 

Not a single report of a church choir quarrel was 
received, The only letter resulting from this. ‘* quare 
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rel call’’ was the following interesting and cheery 
greeting from an Ohio layman : 


My experience as organizer and leader of a volunteer 


choir began in 1861, It still continues—I have had no 
experience of quarrels. ‘lo paraphrase the language of 
diplomacy, the bodies of which I have been a member 
have dwelt in a state of profound peace with all the other 
church interests and inthe enjoyment of domestic tran- 
guillity. 

If it be asked, is this due to a limited membership se- 
lected for reputed amiability? the reply is: the total 
reaches into hundreds, gathering all material as it became 
available. 

If it be suggested that activities may have been so re- 
stricted as to stir neither ambition nor rivalry, the answer 
is, the repertory has included most of the best that is found 
in libraries of the strongest metropoiltan paid choirs. 

Musical people are probably neither more nor less 
amiable than the non-musical. The proverbial joke about 
choir quarrels is companion to those of the mother-in-law 
and the bald-heads, and is ready at hand for any sudden 
demand upon the paragrapher. 

The choir is fortunate that commands the service of one 
possessing both musical and psychological leadership. 
Impartial judgment and a patient dealing with the hin- 
drances and interruptions that are inseparable from all 
volunteer effort are requisites. 

More important than all this is it that the aim be ever 
and always devotion. Neither pastor, people, nor choir 
should tolerate the thought that in the musical service is 
there more of performance or less of worship than in the 
sermon or the prayer. 


Times readers will rejoice in this optimistic and 
thoughtful ‘‘symposium’’! The musical part of the 
church service and membership ought in more ways 
than one to be the sweetest ; and it can be, 


x 
Which Action for Your Organ ? 


The average man is rather helpless before the 
problem of buying a pipe organ for the church. To 
give readers of the Times some practical pointers on 
this subject, there was published in the ‘ Building 
and Equipping’’ Number of the Times of April 3, 
1915, an article by an experienced organist, Frederick 
Maxson, Fellow of the American Guild of Organists, 
and organist of one of the best-known churches in 
Philadeiphia, the First Baptist. Mr. Maxson dis- 
cussed ‘* Building and Buying the Church Organ,”’ 
and made serious suggestions as to how to go about 
it. Another practical and experienced organist, Mr. 
S. Dwight Smith, of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Allegheny, Pennsylvania (North Side, Pittsburgh), has 
written in hearty commendation of Mr, Maxson’s arti- 
cle while at the same time differing from him on one 
point, as follows : 


1 have read with interest the article by Mr. Maxson on 
** Building and Buying the Church Organ "’ and find much 
in it to heartily commend, especially his closing ‘' Don’ ts."’ 

Many organists will, however, disagree with Mr. Max- 
son on one important point, and that is his statement that 
the pneumatic action is sluggish, and hence electric action 
is to be preferred. 

As a matter of fact, the pneumatic action of several 
builders of to-day gives a touch just as ‘light, clean, and 
rapid in response’’ as that of any electric action, and, 
what is of cardinal importance, is much less liable to get 
out of order. 

Next to beautiful tone quality, reliability is perhaps the 
most essential thing in any organ, nothing being more an- 
noying than to have the organ '' go wrong’’ during church 
service. I know of many organs where the pneumatic 
action has given no trouble for periods of from one to five 
years, while almost all organs with electric action require 
frequent attention, the larger organs often receiving weekly 
visits. Soin the interest of the churches, for whom Mr. 
Maxson’s article is written, I would say that the pneumatic 
action of any first-class builder will answer all require- 
ments, and will require far less attention than any electric 
action. Of course where the console has to be removed 
more than fifteen or twenty feet from the organ, an electric 
action may be preferred ; but only in such instances, 


In order that Times readers may know Mr. Max- 
son’s fuller thought on the question raised, Mr. 
Smith’s comment has been referred to him, and his 
interesting reply follows : 


Curiously enough, my experience with electric action in 
the make of organ I am most familiar with has been very 
satisfactory. In other makes I Aave found acertain amount 
of unreliability. 1 said in my article that the electro-pneu- 
matic action was, ‘' when properly made, reliable."’ 

I should think this whole matter would adjust itself by 
the examination of the instrument of a good builder on the 
part of the purchasing committee. ‘The builder's standing 
and reputation should be the guarantee of the quality of 
the workmanship. 

My experience in recital work covers a good many years, 
and all kinds of action, on more than one hundred organs. 
One thing | will sav—that cyphering, or the sounding ofa 
pipe when the key is not struck is a negligible quantity in 
the good electric action I have played—which cannot be 
said of even the best pneumatic action. 


Evidently in organs, as in almost everything else, 
experienced men differ as to important details. Light 
has been thrown on the whole question by this inter- 
esting discussion and readers of the Times should now 
be better able than before to investigate for them- 
selves, 
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| Making Your Sunday-School Music Really Effective 





Does your school tingle with this kind of music? 





By Grant Colfax Tullar 
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O MAKE the music in your Sunday-school really 
effective there are at least four essential things 
in the musical equipment. Without attempt- 

ing to place these in the order of their importance I 
would state them as follows : 


A good BOOK. 

A good LEADER. 

A good INSTRU MENT. 
A good ACCOMPANIST. 


The average reader will conclude that the one 
‘*good’’ thing most needed is a good book, but I 
believe that of the four mentioned the Song Book 
question is the least important. We have missed the 
mark heretofore by spending so much time in dis- 
cussing the question of the kind of music which 
should or should not be used, instead of trying to de- 
vise ways and means to make the kind of music peo- 
ple do use more effective. 

In the poorest Sunday-school book ever published 
there is enough good material to meet the require- 
ments of any Sunday-school if that school only knows 
how to make proper use of it. Some one would like 
to ask me to name or describe a good Sunday-school 
song-book. No book isa good one for your school 
which does not meet, in the largest possible sense, 
the requirements of your school, To name or more 
fully describe that book, here are a few things I would 
need to know : Is music taught in the public schools 
in your community ? Has your school an orchestra? 
What proportion of the average attendance sings bass, 
tenor, alto, etc. ? I could mention numerous cases 
where a committee selected a book made up of songs 
written in four parts, the beauty of which depended, 
not upon a well-defined melody but upon a properly 
proportioned blending of these four parts ; and the 
book was a complete failure, not because it was not a 
‘*good book,”’ but because it was not ‘‘good'’ for 
that school, where at least ninety percent of those in 
attendance sang only melody. It would be just as 
unwise to select a book made up largely of unison 
songs for a school where two-fifths of those in attend- 
ance sing soprano, and one-fifth each alto, tenor, and 
bass. In such a school the book should be one made 
up more largely of four-part songs. 

In selecting a book, personal taste should not be 
the ruling factor any more than it should in selecting 
a ‘‘spring tonic.’ The question there is, ‘* What 
does your system need?’’ Having discovered the 
kind of book needed, get it if such a book is pub- 
lished ; if not, get one as nearly like it as you can 
find. When song-books containing words and music 
printed from clear type on good paper can be secured 
for as low as $3.50 per 100 copies, it is inexcusable 
for any school to provide ‘‘ word editions "’ or compel 
two people to sing from one book. How will the 
Sunday-school ever help children to learn to read 
music if music is not provided for their use? 


The Piano and the Player that Fail 

Now let us look at that instrument. It is a piano, 
of course. This instrument of percussion is more re- 
sponsive than an organ, and its tone hasa ‘*‘staccato"’ 
rather than ‘‘legato’’ quality which supports instead 
of covering up the voices. I strike one chord on it 
—I know now why you don’t have effective music in 
your school, You wouldn’t permit such an instru- 
ment to be used in your home; and shame on you 
for offering to God's service such an apology for a 
piano! It hasn’t been tuned for years, There are 
broken strings and dirt enough in it and bric-a-brac 
enough on it to prevent any good tone or tune from 
ever coming out of it. 

If you want really effective music in your school, 
either get a new piano or else have that old one 
tuned, strung, cleaned, and then keep the top clear 
of vases of flowers, books, etc. It may be necessary 
to put it in a wire cage to keep the ‘‘flower'’ or 
**decorating’’ committee from appropriating it for 
their use. 

Who is the accompanist in your school? Qh, yes, 
I see ; Susie has taken a few lessons and can play 
pretty well (with one hand) songs she knows or likes, 
and you thought you would honor her by electing 
her as the accompanist. Well, that is real nice, for 
Susie ; but it is a sad incumbrance to a good leader 


A new book—and more of them; a new piano, a 
new accompanist, a new leader, a new way of seat- 
ing your school,—all these may be needed to make 
your Sunday-school music what it ought to be. 
This illuminating word-picture, by a man who knows 
music—and Sunday-schools,—is a mirror that will 
show faithfully whether your school is coming short 
at these points. Better than that, Mr. Tullar shows 
that any Sunday-school can have all these essen- 
tials. Will you go after them ? 








with a good book and a good instrument. Of course, 
if **Susie’’ is the best you can secure—oh, well, she 
isn't, There are better ones available; and it’s a 
part of your Sunday-school’s business to find one. 

In every Sunday-school there is at least one good 
musical director, A question so often asked the 
writer is, ‘‘ What is the best way for our school to 
secure a good leader ?’’ and the almost invariable 
answer is, ‘‘ Make one.’” A musical leader chosen 
from and developed by your school ought to be better 
than any imported one. But so many wiil say in an- 
swer to that, ‘* We have no material to choose from 
in our school.’"’ How do you know? Have youever 
set about the task of discovering a leader there ? 
What has been your standard in the quest ? 


How to ‘* Make *”” Your Own Leader 

‘¢Oh,’” you say, ‘* we must have a man who knows 
a lot about music and is himself a good singer, and 
we have no such man in our school,”’ 

The best leaders the writer knows for such work 
are not themselves what would be called ‘‘ good 
singers,’’ so you may be making a mistake in your 
first requirement. 

Then the biggest error of all in your standard may 
be in assuming that the leader must bea man. In 
many schools they do not have the best leader they 
might have, because they have not discovered that 
sometimes the best ‘‘ man’’ for the job is a woman. 

The first point for consideration is character, not 
musical talent. The leader of the singing of your 
Sunday-school ought to be a thoroughly consecrated 
Christian person, It would be as detrimental to the 
best interests of the school to have a person not a 
Christian as the leader of the singing as to have a 
teacher of a class not a Christian,—perhaps more so, 
for while the non-Christian teacher's influence would 
be confined largely to the one class, the leader of 
song will influence for good or bad every class and 
every scholar in your school. 

If your consecrated leader has not great musical 
knowledge, remember that there are various ways by 
which this can be secured, A few minutes a day 
spent in study will do much toward securing a general 
knowledge of music. The careful study of the song- 
book in use ought to give ideas as to Sunday-school 
music. Send this leader to Sunday-school conven- 
tions,—state, county, and township conventions are 
nearest at hand and many of them offer excellent 
opportunities for inspiration and help along musical 
lines; or it might be a good investment for your school 
to pay the expenses of this coming leader to some 
institution where gospel singing and conducting are 
made important features of the training given. Do 
not expect a perfect musical director at the first at- 
tempt. Bear in mind that experience is the best 
teacher, and be sure you give all possible encourage- 
ment while experience is doing its work. Don’t let 
discouragement get a grip, or you will lose your 
leader. A kind comment now and then given by 
pastor, superintendent, or others will do much to en- 
courage, and don't be afraid of saying a nice thing 
occasionally in public. 

The Sunday-school has a right to expect much of 
its leader. No good leader will ever be late without 
a reasonable excuse, or absent without notifying the 
superintendent or providing a substitute, or both. 
He will not plan the musical part of a Sunday-school 
session without knowing the lesson as thoroughly as 
though he intended to teach it. Unless he does know 
it he cannot intelligently select hymns in keeping with 
the lesson. 

While it is the leader’s business to select hymns 


and plan the music, this should be done in consulta- 
tion with the superintendent. He should know just 
how much time is to be devoted to music, and then 
plan his work so as to use ov/y the time allotted ; but 
during that time the leader should have absolute right 
of way. In many schools the singing of a song seems 
to be a good time to ‘‘ Take the collection,’’ ‘* Mark 
class attendance,’’ ‘‘ Distribute papers,’’ etc. No 
good superintendent will permit such things to be 
done during the time of singing ; it is as wrong as it 
would be to have such things done during prayer or 
the teaching of the lesson. 

A good leader will secure order on the part of the 
school before the first note is sung. (The sounding 
of the note by the instrument may be his call for 
order, and his call should be immediately obeyed.) 

In his directing he will interpret the meaning of 
the songs so as to impress their truth upon the hearts 
of those who sing. 

All this is sure to result in securing and maintain- 
ing good order, a marked spiritual and educational 
uplift, and music which is sure to be effective. 

You may have just the right book, the right instru- 
ment, the right leader, and the right accompanist, — 
still the music may not be effective. What's the 
matter? I'll look over your school ‘‘ geographically,"’ 
so to speak. Yes, I see. What a conglomeration 
(musically considered)! All kinds and conditions of 
classes arranged for teaching convenience, but it’s a 
physical impossibility to secure good musical results. 
Here itis: classes arranged in circles ; about half of 
the scholars with their backs to the leader ; classes 
under the gallery in small rooms; classes of men, 
classes of women, classes of girls, and classes of 
boys scattered helter-skelter throughout the room. 
It is a travesty on ‘‘effective music.'’ There may 
be cases where of necessity such conditions must 
continue,—but I doubt it. In my school such condi- 
tions prevailed when I was elected music leader. I 
then went before the Sunday-school Board with a de- 
tailed plan for the assembling of the school for the 
opening exercises, which provided that all in attend- 
ance should face the leader, that male and female 
voices should be so assembled as to give best musical 
effect, that the older scholars who could sing parts 
should be located with a view to securing the best part 
singing. The plan was adopted ‘‘ on suspicion,"’ but 
those who were most skeptical were entirely unwilling 
to go back to the old hit or miss plan after the first 
Sunday. 


To Get That Electric Atmosphere 

It must be understood that the music of the Sunday- 
school has a definite Jurfose, and the program should 
be planned with this purpose ever in view. 

Its purpose, briefly stated, is to ‘create atmos- 
phere.’’ Atmosphere is air; air is what we breathe. 
Music determines the temperature and quality of the 
Sunday-school atmosphere. A dark, rainy day, when 
everybody seems to be affected by the atmospheric 
conditions, can be changed to one of brightness and 
sunshine by appropriate songs properly interpreted, 
while order and quiet can be secured and maintained 
under their magic spell. 

Its purpose must also be to inspire, that is, ‘‘ breathe 
into.”’ Superintendent, officers, teachers and scholars 
alike should be ‘* breathed into’’ and their souls filled 
and thrilled during the few minutes devoted to the 
musical program of the Sunday-school session. The 
teacher ought to teach better and the truth of the 
lesson ought to find more ready access to the mind 
and heart of the scholars because of the atmosphere 
which the music creates and the inspiration which it 
gives. 

The musical program should be varied so as to suit 
the requirements of each school, and each session of 
each school. There are many good ways by which 
the greatly needed variety can be secured. I have 
seen variety projected into a dull spot in the Sunday- 
school, and the attention of an uninterested person or 
class instantly secured, by the leader's saying, ‘After 
the next verse Miss A. or Class B will announce our 
next song.’’ A little friendly rivalry between various 
sections or classes adds ‘‘spice’’ to the program. An 
old’ song may be made new and attractive by asking 
the girls to hum a verse; then ask the boys to whistle 
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a verse; then a very beautiful effect can be secured 
by having girls hum and boys whistle. 

The writer is frequently asked, ‘* How often would 
you introduce new songs in the Sunday-school ses- 
sioa?’’ When it is answered, ‘‘ At least one every 
session,’’ the almost invariable reply is, ‘‘ That will 
take up too much time, and turn our school into a 
singing school instead of making of it a Bible school.’ 
But that depends entirely upon the method used in 
the ‘‘introduction.’’ To ‘‘introduce’’ one friend to 
another takes in itself but a moment,—it does not 
necessarily mean an hour spent in a friendly visit. 
So the ‘‘ introduction’’ of a song need nof mean a 
‘* singing school session "’ in a busy Bible school. 

How then would I give the new song a brief but 
satisfactory ‘‘introduction’’? If you have an orches- 
tra, let them play it through once, not announcing it 
as a hymn, but requesting the school to listen attent- 
ively to a ‘‘selection by the orchestra,’’—or piano. 
On the following Sunday announce the number, men- 
tioning the fact that this song was used as the instru- 
mental selection on the previous Sunday, and ask 
every one to find the place, reading silently a verse of 
the song as the orchestra plays it again. 

The playing ot the new song the first time left an 
impression of the tune upon the mind of some, and 
during the week its recurring strains have prompted 
the question, ‘‘What is that tune?’’ The second 
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playing, with the reading of the words, not only in- 
tensifies the impression of the tune but connects the 
words mentally with the tune, thus making a song of 
it. It might be left without singing it this second 
Sunday ; and on the third Sunday if the leader should 
ask, ‘‘ What shall we sing next?’’ many would be 
pretty sure to call for that song which had been ‘* in- 
troduced’’ on the previous Sundays, 

The chorus of a song bears quite the same relation 
to that song as wheels to a wagon: if the wheels 
‘«go,’’ the wagon will ‘*go."’ 

To get this idea well in mind, stop right here and 
ask yourself how many songs you know. Have you 
thought of one? Well, let's hear you quote it. Just 
as I thought,—you have failed before you finish the 
first verse ; or if you have managed to stumble through 
that, your chances for getting through the next are 
very slim, ‘*But,’’ you say, ‘‘I know the chorus.’’ 
Certainly you do, and that is just my point. You 
know the chorus when you don’t know any other part 
of the song. So my second plan is, ‘‘introduce’’ a 
new song sometimes by singing only the chorus first. 
That will take only a few minutes to learn ; and when 
that is learned the song will no longer bea ‘‘ new song.’’ 
On the next Sunday when this chorus is sung the verses 
will be wanted ; and the familiarity with the chorus 
will makea light task of the learning of the verses, 

New York Ciry. 





Billy Sunday Wins Omaha the First Day | 


Bringing 


the progressive Western city out of 
egotistical self-contentment ”’ 


By George G. Wallace 





At the beginning of what promises to be the most remarkable year’s work in the 
history of Billy Sunday’s great revivals, the evangelist sent, through Mr. Wallace, a 
Stirring message to the world-wide Sunday School Times family. The message was 
published in last week’s issue and was a “call to live loyally and to toil faithfully, to 
pray constantly and to speak the word in season to those who perish without it.” The 
great conviction that is driving Billy Sunday to pour out his life in preaching the Word 
is that men perish without it, Omaha already is being roused to the truth of this 
terrific fact of revelation, and many will be pointed to the “should not perish, but—.” 


Each week the progress of Omaha's great conflict, which began September 5, will be re- 
ported in The Sunday School Times by Mr. George G. Wallace. The campaigns that fol- 
low Omaha will also be fully covered in this ** Billy Sunday News Bureau.”’ 


HAT was a great day when Billy Sunday stood 
before an Omaha audience, The chill, rainy 
summer had given way to a balmy September 

Sabbath. ‘* What a day to go into battle !’’ was the 
joyous greeting of Christian leaders to one another as 
they met on their way to the tabernacle. And what 
an audience that was which met the eager, searching 
gaze of the evangelist as he leaned far out over the 
pulpit in the way so characteristic of him. 

By ten o'clock, a half-hour before the time of be- 
ginning, the ten thousand seats were filled, the choir 
of twelve hundred was in place, and when Mr. Sun- 
day stepped upon the platform, amid prolonged ap- 
plause, standing-room was all taken and crowds were 
pressing for entrance. Eager, expectant, curious, 
they were,—the Christian people rejoicing ; the hosts 
of Satan frightened ; nobody apathetic. 

‘¢The culmination of our dreams,’’ a lay member 
of the Executive Committee expressed it, as with 
shining face he looked out upon that great audience. 
Three times that day was the tabernacle filled to over- 
flowing with enthusiastic, appreciative audiences, 
giving assurance that Omaha was awakened and the 
people were responsive. 

Mr. Sunday told his eager listeners that for three 
years his mind had been turned toward Omaha, and 
that as he had occasionally passed through the city 
he had always closed his eyes and prayed God that if 
permitted to come here for a campaign the Holy 
Spirit would come upon the city with great power. 

Then came something that at once knit the hearts 
of the people to the evangelist. Pausing in his intro- 
ductory remarks, Mr. Sunday said : ‘* Another reason 
I am glad I am with you this glorious day : Twenty- 
seven years ago to-day Ma and I were married.”’ 
Then the Sunday smile, and a shy glance back to 
where Mrs. Sunday sat with kindly face alight ‘I 
usually wait a few days before introducing the mem- 
bers of my party,’’ he continued, ‘‘ but I expect you 
would like to see Ma now, wouldn’t you?’’ Wouldn't 
they? Well, the greeting that met the good woman 
as she came upon the platform was evidence that she, 
too, had won the love of this big-hearted Western 
crowd. 

Great, too, was the optimism of that Christian 
crowd in the midst of Omaha on the first great union 


meeting in many a year. More than a score of years 
had passed since there had been a real revival in this 
gateway to the great unfolding West. On the very 
site of this tabernacle, in a big brick barn of an ‘ ex- 
position building,’’ long ago burned, B. Fay Mills, 
twenty-two years ago, for a month preached the gos- 
pel to the conversion of hundreds. Sam Jones, too, 
had tried his original, quaint, and humorous way of 
presenting salvation, but gave it up in disgust. The 
city had grown and prospered, and the country about 
had become rich with the passing of the years and 
the development of its great agricultural resources, 
But religion was shoved aside. Civic righteousness 
gave way to personal ambition, corporate corruption, 
and the control of the liquor forces. 

In more recent years, appalled by the downward 
drift, the aid of the state legislature was invoked; 
saloons were closed at 8 P.M., to remain closed until 
7 A.M. and all day Sunday; segregated vice was ban- 
ished; gambling dens were putaway. With it all the 
church kept losing out. While the population of 
Omaha has doubled, in twenty years there has been 
no increase in number of churches nor in church 
membership. There are fewer mission schools by 
one-half than twenty-five years ago, Clergymen 
came to the pulpits of diminishing congregations, 
stayed three to five years, and went away ‘‘ heart- 
broken,’’ they said, because they could not see the 
work hold its own, much less advance, General 
Apathy was in the saddle. Self-complacency was the 
crying sin. Oh, no, we were not more heinously sin- 
ful than other cities, we assured ourselves, but we 
were deadened by our ‘‘ egotistical self - content- 
ment,’’ as Mr. Sunday put it in that first sermon. 

So it was that Christian leaders and congregations 
that shied at evangelists and ‘‘ revivals’’ were gradu- 
ally forced in desperation to waive their prejudices. 
They said, ‘‘ We must be jarred out of this condition; 
let us get this man Billy Sunday.'’ For five years a 
few Christian leaders struggled to secure the united 
front necessary to secure the great leader. For three 
years we have had the needed co-operation of churches, 
but could find no opening in the evangelist’s time. 
Last May was finally promised, .and joyfully plans 
were set in motion. But Denver and Philadelphia 
and Paterson needed longer service, and, keenly 
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disappointed, Omaha Christians gave way, and were 
pushed on until September. 

To-day the Christian leaders of Omaha praise God 
for disappointment ! They know now they would not 
have been ready last May ; there was not the unity 
of spirit and purpose that is very marked now. They 
would then have had a leader fagged and frazzled 
and worn, ‘To-day Mr. Sunday is with them after 
the longest vacation he has enjoyed in eighteen years, 
He is bronzed by the cheerful labors on his Oregon 
ranch at the foot of Mt. Hood, where a friend who 
visited him a few weeks ago ‘‘ found the evangelist in 
his barn pitching oats as fast as two men could un- 
load. He was working for all that was in him,’’ An 
Omaha reporter, who had evidently been impressed 
with the talk of Mr. Sunday's collapsing, decribed 
him as he entered the city, ‘‘ with well-tanned face, 
bright, steady eye, bone-breaking grip, buoyant ac- 
tivity in every motion, he looked hard as nails." A 
member of the Sunday party says the 75,000 people 
who heard him that last day of the Philadelphia cam- 
paign would not now know him. 

September, too, seems now to local leaders as well 
as to those with the evangelist, preferable to May for 
another reason. Is is not the beginning of a wonder- 
ful year of Christian effort? Omaha stands pivotal 
in a series of campaigns which will move not only 
America, but the Christian world. Omaha, Syracuse, 
Trenton, Baltimore, Louisville, Grand Rapids,— 
what a harvest of cities for God! Wherever Mr, 
Sunday has been, or will be, in the coming year, 
prayer is focused on Omaha. A telegram from the 
committee which managed the Sunday campaign in 
Denver, joining in prayer, extending good wishes, 
urging the people of Omaha to rally around ‘ Billy’: 
and support him to the limit, and ‘‘to pray con- 
stantly and get down to personal work at once,’’ 
brought to the opening service a realization of the fel- 
lowship of those who had passed through the experi- 
ence we look forward to, The ushers of the Des 
Moines campaign, welded into a lasting organization, 
are Coming in a special train some day soon person- 
ally to mingle their prayers with those of their Omaha 
brothers. How can we fail, say the Christian forces 
of Omaha, when the prayers of the country are thus 
centered upon us? 

There have been some drawbacks in the month of 
September. It treads close on the heels of vacation, 
Pastors and people were scattered in the two months 
usually given to intense preparation, It was impos- 
sible to get the adult Bible classes federated as in re- 
cent campaigns, The assistance of that kindly, cour- 
teous, tactful advance-man of the Sunday party, the 
Rev. John Wallace Welsh, who usually goes ahead 
six to eight weeks, was given to Omaha only three or 
four weeks, on account of the vacation season. 
Neighborhood prayer-meetings, in other campaigns 
extending over seven or eight weeks, in Omaha were 
held only through August. 

Yet with all these handicaps we are told that in 
several respects the meetings opened more auspi- 
ciously in Omaha than elsewhere. There is not a 
dissenting voice among the fifty-five to sixty churches 
back of the movement. The last outstanding congre- 
gation formally voted itself into line ten days ago, 
‘*A marvelous transformation in a few weeks in unity, 
grip of the situation, and preparedness,’’ is the way 
Dr. Welsh describes the situation, 

Those who have so far borne the brunt of the battle, 
as well as the rank and file, are tremendously moved 
with the outlook. I asked several leaders what was 
the one deep, profound impression made upon them 
at that first great service, or in the final hours of plan- 
ning. 

Bishop Frank M. Bristol, who, as a resident of 
Omaha, has done much to disarm opposition to Mr, 
Sunday, replied, ‘*The way God's hosts have been 
brought together just at the right time.’’ 

Dr. Rouse, pastor of the First Congregational Church 
and member of Executive Committee: ‘‘That after 
much obstacle and opposition everything has come 
around just right.’’ 

Dr. C. E. Cobbey, Chairman of the Personal Workers: 
*¢ The certainty of victory.”’ 

Dr. A. C, Douglas, Chairman of the Prayer Meet- 
ing Committee was impressed that in seventeen dis- 
tricts, with 154 sections, there were nine evenings 
given to prayer-meetings in private homes, with a total 
of 1200 meetings and 15,000 attendance, a volume 
and unity of prayer that counted vastly for success. 

The happy conclusion of Omaha's Christian leader- 
ship, after this first great day, is that General Apathy 
is already unhorsed, self-complacency relegated to the 
rear, and that self-contentment is giving way to self- 
confession. 

OMAHA, NEB, 
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Why We Believe in Our Sunday-School Orchestra 


Getting, training, and using an orchestra that will help bring to the school “the. Elixir of Life” 
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The Orchestra in ‘‘ Pucker’s”” 
Church.—We have an ‘‘organ- 
ized" orchestra at the Plymouth 
Congregational Sunday-school 
of ‘Terre Haute, Indiana. There 
is an executive committee com- 
posed of the Sunday-school su- 
perintendent, a non-member of 
the orchestra, the leader, and 
one member of the orchestra. 
This committee decides upon all 
questions of importance that 
concern this organization. The 
membership of the orchestra has 
varied from time to time, and 
has had as high as twenty-five 
members. At present the or- 
chestra has eighteen members 
with the following instrumenta- 
tion : Director, three first vio- 
lins,two second violins,one cello, 
one bass viol, one flute, one 
clarinet, two cornets, one French 
horn, two trombones, one bari- 
tone, piano, drums. 

At the beginning there were 
few of the members of this or- 
ganization who played instruments of any kind. 
When the suggestion of its organization was made, 
quite a number of our young people bought in- 
struments and started to learn to play them. It 
was surprising to see how rapidly the various mem- 
bers learned how to use their instruments, and how 
soon they were able to play together as an orchestra. 
One of the members, who had the largest experi- 
ence, was selected as director. From this time on 
the orchestra has held its regular weekly rehearsals. 
In the early days they sometimes got together twice 
a week, especially was this done for some of the 
weaker members, to prepare them for some special 
occasion for which they were to play. 

In addition to playing for the Sunday-school.the 
orchestra has played many times for the church. For 
the past several months it has played at all the regu- 
lar evening church services. Wecan see a marked 
improvement in the attendance when the orchestra 
has a place on the program. Not only this, but it 
has brought many young people into our church and 
Sunday-school whom we would have been unable to 
get and hold under other conditions, 

Every member of our orchestra is not only a mem- 
ber of our Sunday-school, but also a Christian and 
an active member of ourchurch. That is oue of the 
secrets of its success, 

The orchestra renders large numbers of instru- 
mental selections, and has held many musicales in 
our church and in various other places, It has always 
been the policy to make no charge at any of their 
musicales. ‘The only compensation asked is that of 
a free-will offering. They have carried this idea 
with them to other churches, and the plan has worked 
very satisfactorily. They have adhered to this prin- 
ciple so closely that the idea has been adopted. by 
other churches to a greater or less extent, and we 
have recognized the fact that this is the true way by 
which achurch should raise its money from a work 
of this kind. With some of this money they have 
secured their own drums, bass viol, and a library of 
music. 

At one of the special programs given by our orches- 
tra, together with the Sunday-school, the armory 
where it was held was filled to overflowing. There 
were probably 3,000 at the meeting, and many were 
turned away because there was no room for them in 
the building. This meeting furnished one of the great- 
est advertisements our Sunday-school has ever had. 

The orchestra is called upon to furnish music for 
various Christian activities, such as meetings at the 
Light House Mission, Y. M. C. A., and at other mis- 
sions and churches. The members of this orchestra, 
combined with other musicians, organized what was 
known as the Plymouth Congregational Band, and 
during the Lyon evangelistic meetings, which were 
held here this summer, played at the various services 
night after night. Their services added greatly to 
the effectiveness of these evangelistic meetings. 

In addition to the orchestra we have considerable 
other musical talent of high quality, and we believe 
that the Plymouth Congregational Church could be 
rightly called ‘*‘‘he Musical Church.” Our pastor 
is the Rev. W. O. Rogers, who is known in The 
Sunday School Times as ‘* Pucker.” He is a great 
encourager of the musical plans. At times when the 
orchestra has been short on violins he has taken his 
violin and helped us in the work. He is also a fine 
chorus director. 





The church that does not doeverything in its power 
to bring people to its services is missing an opportu- 
nity which it will never be able to take advantage of 
again. We feel that our orchestra is an important 
part of the machinery which goes to make up our 
wideawake Sunday-school and church, and is the 
means by which we are enabled to take hold of some 
of the church problems and solve them.— W/7/ #1. 
Bear, Superintendent, Terre Haute, Ind. 


When the Young Men Lost Interest.—Some time ago 
the young men of one of the classes in Clark Street 
M. E. Sunday-school of Toledo, Ohio, seemed to lose 
interest in the affairs of the school and the class. 
The attendance dwindled to almost nothing, The 
matter of doing something to renew interest was dis- 
cussed. As some of the young men could play in- 
struments, an orchestra was suggested. 

This suggestion materialized and now we have an 
orchestra ot eleven pieces, consisting of piano, five 
violins, three cornets, one trombone, and one snare- 
drum. 

At first the young men met once a week and prac- 
tised by themselves. Now they meet once a week 
and have the services of a trained leader to direct 
the practise. The services of this leader are paid for 
from a fund that is maintained by voluntary contri- 
butions, 

Beside leading the hymns, the orchestra plays at 
the opening of the school and while the classes dis- 
perse to their class-rooms. In addition to this it 
plays on special occasions. On a recent Sunday 
evening a special musical service was held in the 
church, the orchestra being one of the features. They 
also furnished excellent music on the evening of the 
Fourth of July, when a special patriotic peace service 
was held. 

The orchestra has proved itself a valuable aid to 
the music of the school, has increased the attendance 
in the young men’s class, and is giving these young 
men something to keep them interested, as well as 
giving them musical training. — Leonard Huber, 
Loledo, Ohio. 


For the Younger Folks.—The Intermediate and 
Junior Departments of the Dovercourt Road Presby- 
terian Sunday-school, Toronto, number about 450, 
and these departments meet together. For them we 
have an orchestra consisting of piano, cornet, trom- 
bone, and five violins. 

Our orchestra began when the young woman who 
still holds the position was appointed pianist. Her 
brother brought his cornet to help her. Their ser- 
vices to us are invaluable. Afterward we added the 
violins, one by one, as we were able. When the boy 
with the trombone came to the city and united with 
our church we lost no time in getting him in. 

The members of the orchestra usually practise a 
while after school on Sunday. We find the leader- 
ship of the young woman at the piano sufficient. 

She is alsoateacher. The cornetist fills in when- 
ever he may be needed as a substitute teacher. One 
of the violinists is on the secretary’s staff, two others 
are little girls who go to their classes when not so 
engaged. One is the father of one of these girls, and 
he comes to be with her. The other two members 
are students in a university, who came from the same 
town as the boy with the trombone, and joined the 
orchestra because of their‘frienUship for dim, | 


as of its own school. 


mes, is the pastor of this 
The wall motto that is 


The orchestra is a great help 
with the singing. We sometimes 
sing a few verses as our fathers 
did, without instrumental as- 
sistance. The orchestra also 
plays with acceptance at social 
evenings during the winter. 

We are fortunate in having 
our orchestra composed chiefly 
of our own young people. I 
should advise all schools to give 
their boys and girls, young men 
and young women, an opportu- 
nity to help in the school work 
in this way. If musicians are 
not available from this source, 
I should not have an orchestra 
atall.—George Beare, Toronto, 


Only a few of the members of this orchestra could play any instrument when the organization was first formed! Ont, 

To-day it is a notable feature of the Christian service of the city, as well 

programs drew 3,000, filling an armory to overflowing. The Rev. William O. Rogers, creator of “ Pucker,” 

who gives a “ Boy's Eye-View "’ of the Lesson each week in The Sunday School Ti 

live church. And he takes a place in the orchestra when they are short on violins. 

partly visible at the right of the picture reads: ‘*‘ The Elixir of Life is Enthusiasm for God." That evidently 
expresses the real spirit of this orchestra, and of the others described on this page. 


One of its 

Why the ‘On Timers ”’ In- 
creased.—Sure, we have an or- 
chestra at the South Broadway 
Christian Sunday-school of Den- 
ver, Colorado, And we're pow- 
erful proud of it, too! Just now 
there are eleven pieces—piano, 
six violins, ‘cello, flute, cornet, and drum with its traps. 

This orchestra has been in continuous service for 
many years—twenty, I should say—and while it was 
simply a gathering of those musically inclined and 
possessing instruments at the first, it is now under 
the direction of a skilful leader who receives a small 
stipend from the school. 

‘The orchestra meets weekly for rehearsal, and is 
ready with any special music when called upon. It, 
of course, plays the hymns at the regular sessions of 
the school, greatly assisting thereby. 

When a class social is given, or a banquet or other 
special gathering is held at the church the orchestra 
is on hand to furnish music, and it even extends this 
service to other churches less fortunate than our own. 
It also goes out in the Master’s name to cheer those 
in homes for the dependent, and institutions similar 
in scope, by furnishing them a taste of real music. 

But the most striking service to our school by the 
orchestra recently rendered is the giving of prelim- 
inary concerts each Sunday. These begin fifteen 
minutes before the regular session of the school and 
extend to the opening period. The interest of our 
people is shown by the fact that our ‘‘On Timers” 
increased more than nineteen percent the very first 
Sunday of the innovation.—Char/des L. Mason, Gen- 
eral Superintendent, Denver, Colo. 





From 4 to 23 in 7 Months.—The orchestra is a prom- 
inent and permanent organization of our Sunday- 
school, It is composed of twenty-three pieces: three 
trombones, four cornets, seven violins, three flutes, 
and three clarinets, piano, and drums, with several 
more candidates in training who will be ready for the 
orchestra in the near future. 

For several years the need of an-orchestra was felt 
and several men talked of organizing one, but noth- 
ing tangible was done. At last one man said that if 
we want an orchestra, some one must get it together, 
and he felt he was the one todo that work. He began 
with a nucleus of four pieces, and asked the Sunday- 
school to help in a financial way. The school offered 
various instruments to members of the school who 
would volunteer to learn to play them. The project 
became popular, and in seven months the orchestra 
grew from four to twenty-three. Continued support 
by the school and gifts from private individuals have 
enlisted others in the music of the school.- The out- 
standing feature of the personnel of the orchestra is 
the fact that the members are young people enrolled 
in the school,—it is talent developed in our own school 
and thus we hope to secure permanence to the or- 
ganization, 

Regular weekly rehearsals are held under the di- 
rection of a comptetent leader, who receives a com- 
pensation for his services, paid by some members of 
the orchestra and by a few individuals who are inter- 
ested. Regular officers are elected for the executive 
and administrative work of the organization. 

The orchestra renders musical assistance in several 
scheduled services of the church. It always has a 
special number in Sunday-school, and in the Christian 
Endeavor service. At special events, such as enter- 
tainments and socials, the orchestra furnishes the 
music, to the satisfaction of all. On account of the 
competency of the organization, the pastor has de- 
dided to use this feature in the Sunday evening ser- 
vices, together with a chorus choir of seventv voices, 
during the winter months, in an evangelistic effort. 
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The improvement in the life and character of the 
school is very marked. People come earlier to hear 
the opening number of the orchestra. It has given 
such a spirit of enthusiasm and interest that many 
scholars who were careless about attendance have 
joined the ranks of the regulars again. Congrega- 
tional singing is greatly improved, and it has helped 
us along all lines to get out of the beaten tracks of 
monotony. The school has developed local talent, 
and inspired a number to master the fine art of music. 

We would recommend a similar organization for 
every school. If a school has an orchestra composed 
of its own members, there will not be the coming and 
going of players. It will require a sacrifice on the 
part of some, and it will mean painstaking labor for 
others, but it is a service that is cheerfully rendered, 
and a service which pays.—7. A. Adspach, Cham- 
bersburg, Pa. 


In Kansas’ Largest School.—As superintendent of 
the First Methodist Episcopal Sunday-school of 
Hutchinson, Kansas, I should like to report for our 
orchestra. Our school has an enrolment of 1,045, ex- 
clusive of Home Department and Cradle Roll, or 
about 1,400 in all. Our orchestra was originated 
about nine years ago by securing the services of the 
present leader, Professor J. H. Hinshaw. He has 
built up a Sunday-school orchestra that visitors tell 
us is one of the best in the country. 

The orchestra had a modest beginning, composed 
of a few of Professor Hinshaw’s pupils. It has grown 
with the Sunday-school until it now has twenty-six 
pieces,—eleven violins, one viola, one bass viol, one 
flute,two clarinets, one horn, two cornets, one trom- 
bone, small drum and bells, piano, and pipe organ. 

This orchestra is carefully trained by Mr. Hinshaw 
with a rehearsal once every week. It plays one num- 
ber just before the Sunday-school program begins, 
while people are being seated, one special number 
during opening exercises, besides playing while the 
classes are retiring to study-rooms and when the 
school reassembles for closing services, and leads 
all the hymns sung by the school. 

The influence of the orchestra on the school, I feel 
quite sure, is very strong. We should not think of 
trying to get along without it, as we believe it has 
had no small share in building up a school in less 
than nine years from a small unorganized village 
school to what it is to-day, the largest and best organ- 
ized Sunday-school in Kansas.—Skherman Plough, 
Hutchinson, Kan. 


At a Famous Sunday-School.—For at least thirty 
years we have had an orchestra in Bethany Presby- 
terian Sunday-school of Philadelphia. It numbers 
from twenty-five to thirty members. We have all 
the instruments we can get,—brass and string. 

We act on the belief that nobody does the best 
work unless he 1s personally responsible for that par- 
ticular piece of work; therefore we pick a leader and 
leave to him the responsibility of getting the mem. 
bers together. Formerly we had rehearsals on Thurs- 
day evenings. Now they rehearse in a room in the 
building on Sunday afternoons, after the school is 
over. 

The orchestra plays in the school for five minutes 
before the opening. They sometimes play a volun- 
tary during the school session. Sometimes we get a 
solo,—flute, violin, or harp,—but we do not make 
any particular rule. ‘They lead us in all the hymns, 
together with the piano, 

I cannot answer the question regarding the im- 
provement in the life of the school because I can 
hardly remember the time when we did not have an 
orchestra, although a great number of years ago the 
music was led with a cornet and organ. 

We certainly should advise other schools to have 
their own orchestras, and we think the best plan is to 
give it into the charge of one man, who should be 
paid something to be their leader. We do not be- 
heve in paying any of the players, as they get fully 
paid in the practise.—2. VW. Coyle, Philadelphia. 





An Italian Mission’s ‘* Bunch.’’—In the Italian Mis- 
sion Sunday-school of Vineland, N. J., we have an 
orchestra of twelve members,—four first violins, one 
second, two flutes, one clarinet, one cornet, one 
trombone, piano, and conductor. The orchestra was 
started about two years ago. At first the cornetist 
came to assist with hymns in the Sunday-school ; 
then two of the violins were added ; others were in- 
vited, and the result is our present ‘‘ bunch.” 

There are rehearsals weekly for training in en- 
semble work. In the beginning the orchestra was 
trained by the musical director of the Sunday-school. 
It plays for school socials, exercises, and church en- 
tertainments, and at the regular Sunday-school 
service. 

The orchestra has ‘‘ held” the big boys, who play 
in it, for the school. We have hardly any other big 
boys,—they think Sunday-school is ‘‘kiddish,” but 
the orchestra members have a *‘ job.” 

By keeping good time on the hymns the orchestra 
‘* backs up” the musical director’s efforts, and holds 
the school in place if they should slip. However, if 
the orchestra plays too loud continuously it will 
drown the singing, and in time there will be no sing- 
ing.—Harold A. Spenser, Vineland, N. /. 
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Thou Art My Victory 





With thanksgiving for the new life of Victory into which our Lord has recently been leading 
readers of The Sunday School Times and also those engaged in the work of this journal, two 


frends have sought to give expression, in verse and music, to the Victory that Christ offers to 
all. It is hoped that He will make this simple hymn an expression of the Victory of many. 


Words by PHILIP E. HOWARD 
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Music by C. G. TRUMBULL 
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So dark the night within my soul 

How cruel my plight I could not see, 
But yet I knew sin’s bitter toll, 

And vainly struggled to be free.—Chorus. 


For through the night One came to me, 
His voice dispelled my grief, my fears. 

“ Oh, friend!” he cried, “ wouldst thou be free? 
In me thy bondage disappears.”—Chorus. 


Words and music copyright, 1915, by Tie Sunday School Times Co. 





I yielded all; my struggles ceased ; 

Self died; the dear Christ lived instead 
Within the soul that he released 

When he came in; and self was dead.— Cho. 


How wondrously he keeps me now 
In whom I live, who lives in me! 
The thorn-crown pressed upon his brow 
My coronet of victory.—Chorus. 


CHORUS 
O grace that knew my deepest need ! 
O thou who art my Life indeed! 
Through thee the bondslave was set free : 
O Christ; thou art my victory. 








Singing a Kentucky Horseman Home 


yy WAS down in Kentucky. My large evangelistic 

choir sang as the closing message for these meet- 

ings, ‘‘Jesus, Saviour, Pilot Me.” ‘Jim’ was 
one of those rough but noble Kentucky horsemen who 
for many years past had not seen the inside of a 
church till that evening, when, upon the invitation of 
and in company with a fellow-horseman who had 
been a regular attendant, he had come especially to 
hear the * Pilot Song.” 

The meeting had been concluded, but the audience 
was seated again (as was customary) while the choir 
sang this closing song. ‘‘ Jim” sat there beside his 
companion. Before the second verse was finished 
great tear-drops were chasing down his cheeks. 
When he went out he said to the friend who had 
brought him: ‘‘Say, that’s the finest music I ever 
heard. I'd give fifty dollars if my old mother could 
hear that.” 

The following day he was having a colt shod, and 
as the stable boy started to ride away ‘‘ Jim” gave 
the animal a slap to hurry it on, when both hind feet 
of the colt shot out and hit him square in the breast, 
knocking him across the blacksmith shop, where he 
was picked up broken and bleeding and was carried 
in an ambulance to the hospital. 

Just as I was starting for the meeting that evening, 
‘* Jim’s” companion of the evening before rushed to 
my room to tell me that ‘‘Jim” had been hurt and 
was not expected to live through the night. Calling 
a cab we hurried to the hospital, and found him ap- 
parently dying. He beckoned me to his side, and 
pulling me down where he could whisper in my ear 
I caught the words, ‘ It’s—all—right.” 

‘Are you saved, Jim ?” I asked. 

‘* Yes,” he answered; ‘‘it—was—the—song.” 

Returning to this city a few weeks later to attend 
a reception given to the converts of the recent meet- 
ings, greatly to my surprise there sat ‘‘ Jim” propped 


up in a wheel-chair, his nurse by his side. And from 
his own lips I had a more complete report of how he 
had ‘‘taken on” the ‘* Pilot” that night when the 
choir sang *' Jesus, Saviour, Pilot Me.”—Grant Col- 
fax Tullar. 


“ 
A Hymn that Has Won Thousands 


NLY those who have been intimately associated 
with the late Dwight L. Moody know to what 
extent he depended upon music for the success 

of his work in the saving of souls. To him music 
was an inspiration, and he was at his best when he 
had the best music. 

One of Mr. Moody’s favorite hymns was, ‘‘O word 
of words the sweetest,”’ with the refrain, ‘‘ Come, oh, 
come to me,” the bass ang tenor repeating the words 
‘Come, come, come.”’ 

One evening when the invitation to come forward 
was given, a middle-aged laboring man, in his work- 
ing-clothes, was among the number that responded. 
At the close of the service he said to Mr. Moody, 
‘“‘The other night on my way home from work I 
stopped at the church-door and heard the choir sing- 
ing ‘Come, oh, come to me.’ I went home, and all 
night long I could hear nothing but ‘Come, come, 
come.’ Last night I stopped again and heard that 
same hymn, and all through the night those words 
kept ringing in myears. To-night I stopped once 
more, and the first words I heard were ‘Come, come, 
come,’ and here I am; I could not stand it any 
longer.” 

Mr. Moody turned to me and said, ‘‘That hymn 
has brought thousands to Christ. In Glasgow alone 
I believe it was the means of converting more than 
five hundred people.” ‘Then turning to the man and 
saying something I did not hear, he shook his hand 
and sent him away converted and happy.—George 
Whelpion. 
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LESSON 2. OCTOBER Io. 





The Lesson Pilot 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


GIANT aeroplane named ‘‘ Canada,” made and 
designed by firms in the United States, was 
recently put to an official military test in To- 

ronto as the first of a fleet of ‘‘air destroyers" or- 
dered by the British government, according to a re- 
cent dispatch in the Philadelphia Public Ledger. 
‘““The Canada exceeded all requirements by more 
than’a fifth,” says the dispatch, ‘‘and was accepted 
just as it lay on the ground after the final flight. 
Carrying a load of two thousand pounds, it rose with 
ease, and when in full flight attained a speed of 
ninety-five miles an hour.” 

That is a marvelous machine, and a marvelous 
tribute to the wisdom and powers of men. But how 
trifling and even childish a feat it seems as compared 
with what God can do, and some day is going to do, 
in demonstration of 4zs power in the air! To-day’s 
lesson gives us a hint of this. 


Our Background Material 

We have another opportunity to master a complete 
book of the Bible,—reading through it as a whole 
until we are able to think through it without opening 
our Bibles. Starting this week with our first lesson 
in 2 Kings, we continue in this book for six weeks. 
See how many in the class will agree to read the 
book of 2 Kings through before next Sunday, and 
then come intoclass prepared to tell what general 
divisions of material, or outstanding characters or 
events, they notice on this first reading. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to lesson-articles in this 
issue. Bold-face figures at the end of certain paragraphs in those 
articles will help in quickly locating the references. 

Give to different members of the class the follow- 

ing references on separate siips of paper, that they 
may find them in advance and be ready to read 
aloud when called upon: Genesis 5: 24; Hebrews 
11:5; John 5: 24; 1 Thessalonians 4: 16, 17; Acts 
1:9. 
‘rhen have two different members of the class read 
1 Kings 19: 4 and 2 Kings 2:1, stopping with the 
word ‘‘heaven.” Elijah’s plan and God’s plan! See 
what Mr. Ridgway (2) says about ‘‘the man who 
wanted to die like a tramp by the roadside” going 
up by a whirlwind into heaven. So Elijah went to 
God, not when Jezebel had decided to send him, but 
when God decided to have him come (Griffith Thomas, 
Il, 4). 

Had Elijah been restored to full fellowship with 
God after his sad failure under the juniper-tree and 
at Mt. Horeb? ‘The lesson on Naboth's vineyard 
seems to have been our first answer to that question; 
now we have a still more dazzlingly sufficient an- 
swer. Elijah failed as did Peter; he was restored as 
was Peter. How glad he must have been that God 
did not answer his juniper-tree prayer (Rogers, 1). 

What sort of friendship existed between Elijah and 
the younger man Elisha? Elisha’s own lips answer 
the question, in this closing chapter of Elijah’s life 
(vs. 2, 4, 6, 12). 

Why did Elijah want his younger friend and suc- 
cessor to leave him at this critical time, trying three 
times to get Elisha to do so ? (vs. 2,4,6) See whatthe 
class think. It is dismissed by Dr. Griffith Thomas 
(II, 2). Elijah may have been speaking out of a 
natural and proper desire to be alone in this great 
moment of his life, or he may have been testing the 
loyalty and persistence and faith of his friend. 

Did Elijah know in advance what was going to 
happen to him? Verse 10 throws light on the 
question. That Elijah was quietly and triumphantly 
trusting God now, as he had not done under the test 
of Jezebel’s threat, is clearly shown in his words, 
‘* Jehovah hath sent me,” as Mrs. Baldwin (2) points 
out. 

But why did Elisha in each case show his indomit- 
able purpose to stay by Elijah? Three times (vs. 2, 
4, 6) he declared with a reverent oath that he would 
not leave his friend. Was this to Elisha’s credit or 
discredit? Jewish tradition, as Dr. Mackie (1) shows, 
has an interesting way of describing the bond be- 
tween the two men. Elisha was the kind of man 
who, having started a thing, sees it through. He 
was not like John Mark, who fell by the way in the 
trip with Paul aud Barnabas (Acts 13: 13; 15: 37, 
38),—though it is good to know that Mark evidently 
‘*made good” again (2 Tim. 4: 11). Elisha was per- 
sistent without being pig-headed. A man can be 
pig-headed and yet fail to carry important things 
through, 


1 And it came to pass, when Jehovah would take up Elijah 
by a whirlwind into heaven, that Elijah went with Elisha from 
Gilgal. 2 And Elijah said unto Elisha, Tarry here, I pray 
thee ; for Jehovah hath sent me as far as Beth-el. And Elisha 
said, As Jehovah liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave 
thee. So they went down to Beth-el. 3 And the sons of the 
prophets that were at Beth-el came forth to Elisha, and said 
unto him, Knowest thou that Jehovah will take away thy mas- 
ter from thy head to-day? And he said, Yea, I know it; hold 
ye your peace. 4 And Elijah said unto him, Elisha, tarry 
here, I pray thee ; for Jehovah hath sent me to Jericho. And 
he said, As Jehovah liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not 
leave thee. So they came to Jericho, 5 And the sons of the 
prophets that were at Jericho came near to Elisha, and said 
unto him, Knowest thou that Jehovah will take away thy mas- 
ter from thy head to-day ? And he answered, Yea, I know it; 
hold ye your peace. 6 And Elijah said unto him, Tarry here, 
I pray thee ; for Jehovah hath sent me to the Jordan. And 
he said, As Jehovah liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not 
leave thee. And they two went on. 7 And fifty men of the 
sons of the prophets went, and stood over against them afar 
off : and they two stood by the Jordan. 8 And Elijah took 
his mantle, and wrapped it together, and smote the waters, 
and they were divided hither and thither, so that thev two went 
over on dry ground. g And it came to pass, ! when they were 
gone over, that Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what I shall do 
for thee, before [ am taken from thee. And Elisha said, I 
pray thee, let ?a double portion of thy spirit be upon me. 10 
And he said, ‘Thou hast asked a hard thing: meverthe/ess, if 
thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so unto 
thee.; but if not, it shall not be so. 41 And it came to pass, 
as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared 
3a chariot of fire. and horses of fire, which parted them both 
asunder ; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven, 12 
And Elisha saw it. 

1Or, as they went * That is, the portion of the first-born. See 
Dt. 21.17. *% Or, charfots 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 


% 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 
(These references are usuaily to paragraphs in other lesson. 


articles in this issue, indicated by bold-face figures.) 


Verse 1.—Why did Jehovah desire to take up Elijah by 
a whirlwind into heaven? (Griffith Thomas, II, 4.) Did 
Elijah know of his intentions ? (Griffith Thomas, IT, 2.) 
Why did Elijah go to Bethel? (Griffith Thomas, II, 2; 
Baldwin, 1.) 

Verse 2.—Why did Elijah request Elisha to tarry in 
Gilgal ? (Griffith Thomas, II, 2; Baldwin, 3.) Why did 
Elisha refuse to leave Elijah? (Griffith Thomas, II, 2; 
Ridgway, 1.) 

Verse 3.—Who were the ‘*sons of the prophets ’’? 
(Griffith Thomas, II, 3; Baldwin, 1.) Did Elisha know 
that Elijah was to be tuken from him? (Griffith Thomas, 
II, 3; Baldwin, 4.) 

Verse 8.—Why should they need to cross the Jordan in 
this supernatural way ? (Griffith Thomas, ITI, 4.) 

Verse 9.—What did Elisha mean by his request for a 
**double portion ’’ of Elijah’s spirit ? (Griffith Thomas, II, 
5; Mackie, 2.) 

Verse 10.—Why did Elijah call it a ‘hard thing’’ ? 
(Griffith Thomas, 11, 6.) Why should Elisha’s seeing 
Elijah influence the granting of the request? (Griffith 
Thomas, II, 6; Rogers, 2.) 

Verse 12.—Why was Elijah addressed as ‘* my father ’’ ? 
(Griffith ‘Thomas, II, 7.) What did Elisha mean by the 
exclamation, ‘*the chariots of Israel and the horsemen 
thereof’’ ? (Griffith Thomas, 7.) 








Show from a Bible map the route that the two men 
took from Gilgal to Bethel, then to Jericho, then 
across the Jordan; and note how rich with memories 
each place was (Griffith Thomas, II, 3). 

What is meant by the ‘‘sons of the prophets,” and 
why did Elijah want to visit them? Mrs. Baldwin (1) 
and Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 2) answer. 

How did the sons of the prophets know that 
Elijah was going to be taken from them? Various 
answers are possible. Elijah may have told them ; 
another suggestion is made by Mrs. Baldwin (4). In 
the same paragraph she gives a possible explanation 
of Elisha’s seeming harshness in his reply to the sons 
of the prophets (vs. 3,5). Some Oriental expressions 
were not so harsh in their spirit and meaning as they 
sound to us to-day. 

Elijah made such an offer to Elisha as a dying 
father might make to his eldest son (v. 9), and the 
younger man made the usual request (Mackie, 2). 
Dr. Griffith ‘Thomas (II, §) discusses this ‘‘double 
portion,” and points out a most interesting compari- 
son between the number of miracles worked by Elijah 
and by Elisha. 

But why was Elisha’s request ‘‘a hard thing”? It 
was not hard for Elijah, and not hard for God,—how 
it was hard is shown by Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 6). 
Elijah’s reason for answering as he did is discussed 
in Pucker’s class (2). 

It is interesting to study the Bible record of water 


ELIJAH TAKEN UP INTO HEAVEN 


2 Kings 2 : I1-I2a. Commit verses II, I2a 


Golden Text: In thy presence is fulness of joy; in thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.—Psalm 16 : If 
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as a barrier of men in God's service, and what God 
can do for those who trust him, Note the Jordan 
barrier here (vs. 8, 14; Exod. 14: 21, 22; Josh. 3: t4- 
17; Mark 4: 37; Matt. 14: 28-31; Rev. 21: 1). 

We are told of only two men inall history who have 









"passed into the presence of God without tasting 


death. Have Genesis 5: 24 read aloud. But does 
our lesson passage prove conclusively that Elijah did 
not pass through death ? Hebrews 11: 5 settles this. 

Richard Watson has written: ‘* Toassure the world 
of the future existence of good men in a state of 
glory and felicity, and that in bodies changed from 
mortality to immortality, each of the three grand 
dispensations of religion had its instance of transla- 
tion into heaven: the Patriarchal, in the person of 
Enoch; the Jewish, in the person of Elijah; the 
Christian, in the person of Jesus Christ.” See Acts 
1:9. But Jesus passed through death before his 
translation; he had to, in order that we might never 
taste of spiritual death (John 5 : 24). 

And there is an entire generation of Christians who 
will never taste of physical death, going into the 
presence of the Lord as Enoch and Elijah did (1 Thess. 
4: 16,17). Elijah’s going was to help us understand 
what Christ's coming again wiil mean to all true 
Christians (Rogers, 3). Death is mzof to come to 
every one. Ask God, as you prepare for the teach- 
ing of this lesson, to make this gloriously plain to 
your class. Show them that it is very possible that 
not a single member of that class may ever pass 
through death; and ask them to study for themselves 
the wonderful truth of the Lord's Return until they 
are overwhelmed and lifted up by this certain and 
‘* blessed hope.” 


The Truth That Is Golden 


God is greater than death. Barriers are powerless 
against him, like the waters; death is powerless 
against him. He could blot out all death for all be- 
lievers this moment; he knows, however, that it is 
best to let Satan have a temporary triumph in the 
bodily death of believers, while we know that the 
resurrection of the body of all believers is going to be 
part of the final and eternal defeat of Satan. God's 
power over the sin which causes death is shown by 
the fact that he can keep believers from the power of 
sin even in this life, while they are awaiting his final 
deliverance from the corruptible bodies in which they 
still live. 

Teaching Points 

Unless we pray through and trust through the tests that 
God permits or sends in our life, he cannot give us the 
blessings that he wants to give. He could not have given 
Elisha what Elisha asked and what God wanted to give, 
unless the younger propliet had gone through with his part 
to the limit. ; 

‘The ** sons of the prophets ’’ have been characterized as 
theological students who had knowledge without belief. 
Their insistence upon doing a futile thing (vs. 16-18) seems 
to justify this. Maybe they had doubts about the Jordan 
miracle as they stood ‘‘ afar off’’ (Baldwin, §). 

** Fifty strong men”’ (v. 6), with knowledge from God, 
but without faith in God, over against two men who added 
to their knowledge faith. The first ** fifty strong men ’”’ 
were foolish and impotent; the two men of faith wise and 
omnipotent. In which class do you want to be? 

Elijah’s work and life on earth end in the glory of his 
faith and God’s faithfulness. ‘lhe giant of faith, who had 
broken down in unbelief, now restored in faith passes out 
of this world in joy and glory into the presence of his Lord. 

No matter what our failures have been through unbelief, 
we can this moment by repentance and confession, then 
by acceptance of God’s immediately omnipotent forgive- 
ness, be ‘*translated’’ into **the heavenly places ’’ in 
Christ as he blesses us with ‘‘evety spiritual blessing in 
the heavenly places’’ (Eph. 1:3). It is a glorious les- 
son for backsliders, 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
(For the teacher to give the classa week ahead. The suggestions 
and questions are for the members’ own preparation.] 
Elisha Heals Naaman the Syrian (2 Kings 5). 


If you could have, to-day and for the rest of your 
life, everything that you wanted in the way of 
money, possessions, friends, talents, and abilities, 
and even long life, on the simple condition that with 
these things you must also have leprosy, would you 
accept the offer? ‘ But he was a leper” ends the 
description of one of the great men of a great na- 
tion of old. It was an awful ‘‘ but.” 

What is the worst ‘* but ’’ in your life to-day ? 

How could the little maiden (v. 3) speak so confidently ? 

Why was this method (v. 10) of cure chosen? 

Did Naaman deserve to be healed? 
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Mastering the 


Whole Lesson 


By the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 








SUNSET is one of the most beautiful things in 

A nature. After the dawn’s early brightness and 

the noonday vigor the evening suggests calm 

and rest. This is a fit symbol of the close of the life 

of one of God's veterans, like Elijah. His day’s 

work was done, his testimony had been given, and 

the time had come for a quiet close and beautiful de- 
parture. 


1. Surroundings of the Lesson 

Connection.—Ahab was dead. Ahaziah, his son, 
had been warned (chap. 1). ‘The work of Elijah was 
now to give place to that of his successor, Elisha. 

Date.—There is no strict chronology, though we 
know Elijah did not pass upward until after the 
commencement of the reign of Jehoram of Judah 
(2 Chron. 21 : 12) or the fifth year of Jehoram of 
Israel. Beecher suggests goo B. C.; the Companion 
Bible, 802-800. 


Il. The Lesson 

The Last Walk (vs. 1-6).—The time had come, 
God's own time, for Elijah to depart (v. 1). Jezebel 
had threatened him years before (1 Kings 19: 1), but 
it was not God's time. There is a sense in which 
man is ‘immortal until his work is done.” The 
method of departure by a whirlwind was fitting. He 
had appeared suddenly and dramatically (1 Kings 
17: 1), and he was to disappear similarly. God's 
way home, as well as God's time, was the best for 
his servant. (1) 

Elijah clearly knew what was about to happen 
(v. 2), and in his love for his young friend (1 Kings 
19 : 21; 2 Kings 3: 11) he attempted to conceal it, so 
as to spare Elisha pain. Perhaps, too, it would be a 
quiet test of Elisha. But Elisha also knew, though 
he would not say so, and on this account determined 
to cling to his master (Ruth 1: 16,17). With the 
persistence of love, significantly recognized by Eli- 
jah, they continued their journey together. It is 
worth while to notice the places mentioned. Why 
did Elijah go from Gilgal to Bethel? Perhaps he 
wished to pay a last visit to the places where there 
were schools of the prophets. 
having a few last words with the young warriors of 
the Lord before leaving them forever, a last prayer 
with the students, a last burst of holy enthusiasm. 
How real God was to Elijah and Elisha as they 
journeyed together (v. 2)! The solemn oath used by 
the latter was a blending of two separate ones (1 
Sam. 1: 26; 20: 3). (2) 

The young prophets (1 Kings 20: 35) were also 
aware of Elijah’s pending departure, and when they 
made inquiry they received what seems a stern re- 
ply, as though the question jarred, Silence is some- 
times the best sympathy (v. 3). And so the journey 
was continued, and at each place were ‘‘sons of the 
prophets.” Memories would crowd in at each place, 
Gilgal (Josh. 5), Bethel (Gen. 28), Jericho (Josh. 6), 
Jordan (Josh. 3, 4). Not a word was said of the ap- 
proaching separation, though each felt that the 
other knew. (3) 

Lhe Last Work (vs. 7, 8).—At length Jordan was 
reached, a place of great significance, both in the 
history of Israel (Josh, 1-6) and in the earlier life of 
Elijah (t Kings 17: 3). The presence of fifty men of 
the schools of the prophets was doubtless due to the 
expectation of something special, and yet they re- 
mained at a distance, out of courtesy to Elijah and 
Elisha (v. 7). 

Then came a striking manifestation of God’s 
power and of his servant’s authority. ‘The mantle 
was at once a symbol and an index of authority (Exod. 
7: 17, 20; 14: 21, 22), and this attestation of Elijah’s 
divine mission would have a threefold value: to Eli- 
jah himself as an assurance of God’s presence to the 
very end; to Elisha as a proof that God’s presence 
and power would be available for him; to the proph- 
ets as a testimony to God’s presence and to the au- 
thority remaining with Elijah and Elisha. (4) 

The Last Word (vs. 9, 10).—At length the end 
had to come, and the veteran, full of conscious God- 
given power, invited his young attendant (2 Kings 
3: I1) in significant words: ‘*‘ Ask what I shall dofor 
thee.” And then the news must at last come out: 
‘*before I am taken from thee.” It could be kept 
back no longer. Elisha, with magnificent courage, 
realized his responsibility after the departure of his 
leader, and asked for ‘ta double portion” of Elijah’s 
spirit. ‘The work to be done was great, and the place 
of Elijah could only be filled up with difficulty. 
What did Elisha mean? Doubtless he had in view 
the first-born’s portion (Deut. 21 : 17), thereby desir- 
ing to have and be able toshow the acknowledgment 
of succession to Elijah. God had said, ‘tin thy 
room” (1 Kings Ig: 16), and this was only possible 
by means of the same divine power, to be seen by 


If so, it would be like. 


all. ‘*Thy spirit” meant a personal enduement 
from God for all that would be needed. The ‘ dou- 
ble portion” does not mean twice the power of Eli- 
jah, but it is an interesting coincidence that Elisha’s 
miracles have been computed to be double those of 
Elijah, or sixteen to eight. (5) 

The reply of Elijah is somewhat difficult to under- 
stand. First, he told Elisha it was a ‘‘hard thing.” 
To whom? Not to Elijah, because it would be really 
impossible to impart ‘‘ spirit.” He could give ideas 
and example, but not “spirit.” Nor could it be 
‘*hard” to God, for he could easily doit. It must be 
‘*hard” to Elisha, because of the necessity of fulfill- 
ing the conditions and counting the cost, showing 
mastery of self and the true life required (Prov. 16 : 
32). But there were two things needed at once, and 
granted these, the gift should be bestowed. Elisha 
must continue steadfast in remaining with Elijah 
(contrast v. 2), and must also be watchful in looking 
at Elijah. Given these two things, and it should be 
known that Elisha was the successor in the office and 
work of prophet. (6) 

The Last Way (vs. 11, 12).—Elisha clung to his 
master and friend to the last, and we can imagine 
that last conversation (v. 11), and howit would be 
treasured. There would be memories and anticipa- 
tions, counsels and encouragements, tenderness and 
prayers. ‘Then at length the divine messenger ap- 
peared. The military emblem was appropriate for 
such a warrior as Elijah had been, and very soon the 
two were separated and Elijah taken by a whirlwind 
into the presence of God. His whole life had been 
stormy, and it was very fitting that he should depart 
amid the terrific phenomena of nature. The display 
of divine power would impress both Elisha and the 
sons of the prophets (v. 7). But perhaps more than 
all, this method of departure would impress the peo- 
ple when they should hear of it with the truth for 
which Elijah’s life had been given, that of empha- 
sizing the spiritual as opposed to the material, the 
reality of Jehovah as against the idolatry of Baal. 
Baal was regarded as the lord of heaven, and yet was 
powerless in the drought (1 Kings 17). He was con- 
sidered the lord of fire, and yet could not intervene 
when fire was needed (1 Kings 18). So Elijah’s re- 
moval would give a splendid testimony to the reality 
and supremacy of Jehovah. And then it would be a 
beautiful testimony to God’s thought of Elijah, for 
God thus set his sealon one whom man had regarded 
as a firebrand or madman, a foe (1 Kings 18 : 17; 21: 
20). It wasa proof that God was pleased with the 
general tenor of Elijah’s.life, and thus from Gilead, 
amid the scenes of his early days (1 Kings 17: 1), 
the noble servant of God went home. 

But what about Elisha? It is quite impossible to 
depict the loss felt by the younger man thus left 
alone. He felt his own personal indebtedness to one 
whom he could call ‘* father” (rt Kings 19: 19). But 
even more, he realized the loss to the nation, for Eli- 
jah had been like chariots to Israel, a true defense, 
even better than chariots and horsemen (6:17). Yet 
Elijah’s God was still alive and at work, and when 
duty had to be done there was the full assurance of 
his power (vs. 13, 14). The mantle of Elijah sym- 
bolized the transference of power, and Jehovah still 
lived (v. 2) to bless and guide his servant (v. 14). (7) 


III. Centra] Truths 

The Golden Text suggests something of what Eli- 
jah experienced when and after he entered the pres- 
ence of God above. But we must try to think of 
Elijah’s life as a whole of which this was the crown, 
and see something of what he was and how he was 
what he was. Indeed, even the Golden Text prob- 
ably refers primarily to present rather than future 
experiences. 

1. Elijah's End Needs Elijah’s Life.—It is not 
enough to wish to die the death of the righteous 
(Num. 23: ro), we must live his life. To end well, 
we must begin well. It is the general testimony of 
pastoral experience that death-bed repentances are 
not many. ‘Thank God there is hope to the end, and 
for the worst, but it remains true that if we would 
die well, we should live well. 

Review Elijah’s life to see what it was: (1) His 
faith, patience, and obedience (1 Kings 17); (2) his 
courage, earnestness, and faithfulness (1 Kings 18); 
(3) his acceptance of God’s will (1 Kings 19: 15); (4) 
his bold denunciation of evil in high places (1 Kings 
21; 2 Kings 1); (5) his tenderness (1 Kings 17 : 19); 
(6) his prayerfulness (1 Kings 18 : 36); (7) his loy- 
alty to God and his will (1 Kings 17 : 1, 8; 18: 1, 2; 
21:17) Only once he failed (1 Kings 19: 1-3), a 
weakness and asin. But in general he was a true 
and noble man of God. 

2. Elijah's Life Needs Elijal’s Secret. —His 
power was not due to anyinherent force. The secret 
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was God (1 Kings 17: 1). The ‘‘ spirit and power of 
Elijah” (Luke 1: 17) was due to the fact that he be. 
lieved and obeyed God. So that there is no need to 
shrink from Elijah’s life if only we have Elijah’s 
God. What man has done, man can do by divine 
grace. There is no limit to the possibilities of a life 
full of God. When Elijah appeared Baal was su- 
preme and rampant, but through one man alone the 
tide turned, and for ages his influence remained and 
his name was remembered (Mal. 4:5; Matt. 11 : 14). 

‘* Where is Jehovah, the God of Elijah?”’ (2 Kings 
2:14.) This is the cry to-day, the call for power. 
And the answer is that while Elijah goes Ged re- 
mains. ‘‘ My grace is sufficient for thee” (2 Cor, 
12:9). The God that called, equipped, kept, and 
blessed Elijah is ours to-day in Christ, and by simple 
faith and loving faithfulness jour life, too, shall be 
used of him. ‘‘ This God is our God for ever and 
ever” (Psa. 48: 14). 


IV. Suggestions for Further Study 

1. The character of Elijah. Study in detail the 

oints mentioned above, and read F. B. Meyer’s fine 

iography, ‘‘ Elijah and the Secret of His Power” 
(Revell, 50 cents net), W.M. Taylor has also writ- 
ten well on Elijah (Harpers, $1.50). 

2. Elijah as a man of prayer. A special point in 
his life. (See 1 Kings 17 : 20; 18 : 36, 42; James 5: 
17, 18). 

3. The comparisons and contrasts between Elijah’s 
departure and Elisha’s power, and Christ’s ascension 
and the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1 : 8, 9; 2: 33). 

4. One of the most beautiful treatments of this 
episode in 2 Kings 2 will be found in Dr. Joseph 
Parker's ‘' People’s Bible” (Funk & Wagnalls, $1.50 
each volume). 

5. The three men whose end of life was unique, 
Enoch, Moses, and Elijah. 


V. A Lesson Outline 


1. The Last Walk (Heb, 11: 1-6). 

2. The Last Work (Luke 12 : 32-40). 
3. The Last Word (Deut. 34 : 1-9). 
4. The Last Way (2 Tim. 4 : 1-8). 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


When We Are Old.— 4s 
thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee (v. 2). This is 
the language of the realthingin friendship. ‘‘ Friend- 
ship is the shadow of the evening which strengthens 
with the setting sun of life.” Elisha speaks like a 
little lady we have met who was the grandmother of 
the Davidic line, but notice how much more sweetly 
the gentle lips can say it (Ruth 1: 16,17). How 
many friends will you have when you are old and 
most crave companionship? Blessed is the man who 
has an Elisha when the chariot drives up. Here is 
where religion comes in strong. ‘There has just died 
in Philadelphia an old friend aged eighty, Mr. T. J. 
Tash. Lastnighthis church, Princeton Presbyterian, 
held a memorial service for him. It is said old folks 
lose their friends by death. Mr. Tash did not. His 
last years were the happiest ; mellow, golden ones. 
Years packed full of friends. Because he was busy 
for the Master. A man of eighty cannot play the 
game orrunthe race. But my dear old friend said, 
‘‘Ican run the Home Department.” And he cer- 
tainly did. Consequently Elishas by the dozen 
walked with him every day. Here is a Sunday- 
school job for any young fellow of threescore and ten 

lus, who wants to keep young. The Sunday-school 
is the best place in the world for the friendly old age. 
Elijah and Elisha both belonged. The School of the 
Prophets was the name for them (Psa, 92: 14; Job 
Ir: 17). (3) 

Visiting Schools.—And they two went on (v. 6). 
Elijah and Elisha were the ancient Marion Lawrance 
and Hoo Else making a farewell visit to these Sun- 
day-schools of the Prophets. These schools were an 
attempt to brake the down-rushing Israel. The re- 
ligious training of youth is the only salvation for any 
people. The regeneration of the ‘‘ tough” part of the 
city is not by paved streets, lots of water, and a flood 
of light, good as these are, but by the Sunday-school, 
call it by whatever name you like, mission, settle- 
ment, Salvation Army, etc. I worked for months 
down in The Neck and saw little or no result. Why, 
even all the preachers but one signed the petition for 
agrogshop. Then we got Miss Binder, a devoted little 
woman, and opened a ‘*‘ kindergarten” for the colored 
children. We got our religion in through the chil- 
dren, and things now are better down there. The 
preacher and his officers in the church where we have 
the kindergarten were the only colored men against 
the proposed ‘‘ hotel.” Judge Butler listened to us 
and there was no saloon in The Neck. The two-and- 
two combination is the efficient one. The best way 
to make the journey of life. It was the way Heaven 
chose to send out its messengers. Jesus says it is 
the only way he wants to go—with you (Matt. 11: 29, 
30; Mark 6: 7). 
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LESSON FOR OCT. 10 (2 Kingsa: 1-122 


Christian Gentlemen.—A sk what / shall do for thee 
... Let adouble portion of thy spirit be upon me 
(v. 9). Such a request shows the sort of man Elijah 
was. It also shows the sort of man Elisha was. 
Suppose your father should say to you, ** Ask what I 
shall do for thee,” what would you tell him? Would 
you want even a single portion of the * guv’ner’s” 
spirit? He is never overly sweet as you find him in 
the morning bolting his breakfast. He is generally 
“all in” when you meet him again at supper. He 
takes little interest in your affairs except to ‘call 
you down.” Never chums with you, never goes to 
the game with you, never takes you to good lectures, 
never goes to Sunday-school with you, never touches 
your higher life by word or deed. Yes, he puts up 
the money all right. But he doesn’t put up the boy. 
If it were not for mother what would become of our 
boys anyway? When children go bad it is never 
the children’s fault; remember that, Mr. Daddy. 
“My dear, sweet, gentle mother,” sighs the big strong 
man. Why not the same heart-touch for the father ? 
Why not grow such a spirit that all ourfriends might 
point to us and say, ‘‘ That’s the kind of a man I'd like 
tobe”? There are such men. ‘Christian Gentle- 
men” is my label for them. Religious, wise, kind, 
gentle, generous, helpful, courteous, John Huyler, 
the candy man, was one; John Converse, the locomo- 
tive man, was another. Louis Severance, the oil 
man, was a third. America has them by the thou- 
sands. Lord, send us all a double portion of their 
spirit! (1 Cor. 13: I-13.) 


Do You Want It?—7ou hast asked a hard thing 
(v.10). In that day it was indeed hard to have a 
double or any portion of a good man’s spirit. But it 
is very easy now. In old times it was a hard job for 
the smith'totake an old spear and work it into a plow- 
share. But in these days we don’t work old things 
into new with infinite toil and frequent failure. We 
just drop the ‘‘scrap” into our great furnaces and 
out comes a resplendent golden stream filling the air 
with sparkling stars. In these days both metal and 
men are born again. The godly father cannot hand 
his heavenly spirit over to his son. But the divine 
life can reach down and touch the dead life of evena 
scapegrace. He becomes a new creation. ‘There is 
in the boy the same spirit as in the father (2 Cor. 5: 
17; John 3: 3, marg). I have just been at Princeton 
among the boys studying forthe ministry. I sat be- 
side the Rev. T. C. Winn, a missionary from China. 
On the other side sat his son in college preparing for 
the same life. On the chapel wall I noticed tablets 
to the Alexanders, the Hodges, fathers and double- 
portion sons. In business we have the McCormicks, 
the Studebakers, the Colgates, the Dodges, the Hus- 
tons. And right here in The Sunday School Times 
sanctum is Charles Gallaudet sitting in the chair of 
his noted father, Henry Clay Trumbull. 


The Great Ride Home.— £/ijah went up by a whirl- 
wind into heaven (v.11). And mark you, this is the 
very man who wanted to die like a tramp by the road- 
side under a juniper tree (1 Kings 19: 4). We live 
in a world of sharp contrasts. The Children’s Aid 
Society in its circular shows two baby pictures. One 
is a miserable, scrawny, starved, repulsive thing of 
mere skin and bones. The other is the plumpest, 
rosiest, prettiest, jolliest, happiest baby ever photo- 
graphed. It is the very same baby in both pictures. 
The one, baby out of loving hands. The other, baby 
in loving hands. Out of the loving hands of God 
death alone by the roadside. In the loving hands of 
God off to heaven in the chariot of fire on the wings 
of the wind. For all we know, all the redeemed ones 
drive royally into heaven and roll down the golden 
streets in chariots of glory. We are not told how we 
go, except that the journey is quick (2 Cor. 5: 8). 
Perhaps our souls are flashed through space on fire 
chariots, like our thoughts. The morning paper has 
just said, ‘‘ Marconi’s attempt totalk across the ocean 
is said to have been satisfactory.” ‘The soul can ride 
from earth to heaven just as easily as the spoken 
word.can ride from Europe to America. Some day 
maybe we can see our friends riding off home. Death, 
according to the Book, is nothing for a Christian to be 
alarmed about. Just a nap and a ride. (2) 


COATESVILLE, Pa, 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 

artment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 

; esson illustration used, and two dollars for the best 

illustration each week. Manuscripts are to reach the Times 

three months in advance of the lesson date. A circular ex- 

plaining the acceptance of material, and the year's lesson 
calendar, will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


_ What He Wanted.—/” thy presence ts fulness of 
Joy; inthy right hand there are pleasures for ever- 
more (Golden Text). A boy who had been serving 
the Lord for a few months visited a dying man and 
offered to read the sweetest verse in the Bible. He 
read the first two verses of John 14. ‘* My boy,” 
said the aged Christian, ‘* that is a very sweet verse, 
but look on me, my son; do you think it is a man- 
sion that this old head is longing for, a pearly gate 
that these old eyes are longing to see, a golden street 
that these old feet are longing to walk? No,- no, 
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boy; have the kindness to read the next verse !” 

Then the boy read, ‘‘ Where I am, there ye may be 
also.” ‘The old man said, ‘‘ Now you have got it, my 
boy ; it is the Master that I want.”"—From 7he 
Christian Endeavor World. Sent by Mary E. 
Watson, Hartford, Conn, 


The Heavens, and Heaven.—/” ‘thy presence is ful- 
ness of joy; in thy right hand there are pleasures 


Jor evermore (Golden Text). A little girl, while 


walking with her father on a starry night, absorbed 
in contemplation of the skies, on being asked of 
what she was thinking replied, ‘‘I was thinking if 
the wrong side of heaven is so glorious, what must 
the right side be ?”—Sent by Alice G.. Whitman, 
Canso, Nova Scotia, 


In This Life.—/” thy presence is fulness of joy ; in 
thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore 
(Golden Text). In one of ‘‘Sophie the Washer- 
woman’s’”’ stories there is the following: I said, 
‘*Sophie, you have grown stout since I saw you 
last.” ‘*Oh, yes,” said she, ‘why shouldn't I? 
se of religion vas no lean religion. I haf love for 

reakfast, joy for dinner, und peace for supper. 
Last year I spend not a penny for meat, und at the 
end of the year I had on my back thirty pounds 
more already, und a missionary in Africa on what I 
saved.”— Sent by Mary E. Watson, Hartford, 
Conn, 


Information.— Vea, / know it (v. 3). One of those 
good-natured persons who are always bent on im- 
parting information was humiliated not long since. 
A negro was seated on a rail-fence in Arkansas, in- 
tently looking at the telegraph poles. A gentleman 
passing said : ‘‘ Watching the wires?” ‘* Yes, sah.”’ 
‘* Waiting to see a message go by, hey?” The negro 
smiled and said, ‘‘ Yes, sah.” The gentleman kindly 
told him that messages were invisible, and explained 
the work of the electric current to him at length. 
Concluding, he said: ‘‘Now, you know something 
about it.” ‘* Yes, sah.” ‘* What do you work at?” 
‘‘I’'m atelegraph operator at the Hazel Switch Sta- 
tion, sah.”—From The Classmate. Sent by W. /. 
Hart, D.D., Dolgeville, N. ¥. 


A Safe Chariot.— 7here appeared a chariot of fire 
(v. 11). ‘** Would you not be afraid to ride in the 
kind of chariot Elijah had?” asked one child of an- 
other. ‘* Not if God drove it,’’ was the reply.—From 
The Christian Advocate, Sent by W. J. Hart, 
D.D., Dolgeville, N. ¥. 


What of Your Car?—And Elijah went... into 
heaven (vy. 11). Two men entered a car while a 
train was being made up and took comfortable seats. 
They were asked bya grimy-faced trainman to go 
forward. ‘* What’s the matter with this car?” they 
inquired. ‘* Nothin’,” he grinned, “only ’tain’t cou- 
pled to anything that'll take you anywhere.” That 
is the trouble with so many creeds, for the soul that 
would journey heavenward must make sure of the 
coupling.—From Forward. Seni by E. S. Hiteshen, 
Chambersburg, Pa. The prize for this week is 
awarded to this tllustration. 
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Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


i ie number 36 on our map is attached to a point 

near the modern village of Jericho. The long 

lines diverging from that point include the extent 

of ground that we shall see if we stand at the point 
and face nearly east. 
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The country to-day is less prosperous than it was 
when Elijah and Elisha came here on their last jour- 
ney together. Broad reaches of pasture ground down 
before us look dry and almost barren, producing only 
a scattered growth of weeds and bushes. Atone spot 
a few small buildings are clustered together; those 
form the Jericho of 1915. Then the plain, slightly 
rolling, but almost level, extends to the river Jordan 
seven or eight miles from where we are standing. We 
cannot actually see the stream itself, but its farther 


(eastern) banks are in plain sight; they, rise in. the.. 


* 553 


form of high bluffs, with hills beyond them that seem 
to melt into the sky. 

Elijah’s walk with his faithful disciple was over this 
very plain. ‘The town of Jericho, with its school of 
prophets, was then farther north (left) than we are 
now looking. It must have been somewhere among 
those hazy heights in the distance, at the farther side 
of the river, that Elisha had his last earthly sight of 
the great man who had been his teacher, friend and 
inspirer. 

Use a stereograph entitled ‘‘ Plain of the Jordan, 
southeast from ruins of Jericho.” 





The Underwood Travel System is, under this heading, ap- 
plied as usual to the lesson of the week. The use of the 
Stereographs will be found a most practical help in making 
the lesson places real. Forty-five places will be visited during 
1915. ‘lhe forty-five stereographs cost $7.50, and, if all are 
ordered at one time, a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case will be 
given free. Eleven places will be described with the lessons 
of the fourth quarter; cost $1.84. The five for October 
alone cost 84 cents. Less than five in one order are 20 cents 
each. Stereoscopes, go cents each. Lantern slides of the 
same scenes can also be supplied. Plain slides, 50 cents each ; 
sepia-tinted, 55 cents ; colored, $1.10. In orders for twenty- 
five or more prices are: plain slides, 40 cents each; sepia- 
tinted, 45 cents; colored, $1. Postage or express is prepaid 
on orders for either stereographs or stereoscopes. Address 
The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister to the Anglo-American 
Congregation in Beyrout, Syria 


ND Elisha said, As Jehovah liveth, and as thy 
soul liveth(v. 2). Hay &til-Rubd, * by the life of 
the Lord,” and haydt nefsak, *‘by the life of 

thy soul: ‘‘ these are still two solemn and familiar 
oaths of confirmation, and against them every coun- 
ter-appeal should become silent. 

That Jehovah will take away thy master from thy 
head to-day (v. 3). Jewish tradition tells that God 
sent his angel to separate them, but the two were 
such fast friends that he found the task to be beyond 
his power. Paul mentions another bond as being be- 
yond the separating power of angels (Rom, 8 : 38, 
39). () 

And Elijah took his mantle,...and smote the 
waters (v. 8). From the fact that Elisha on his re- 
turn did the same thing, the rabbis with their usual 
attachment to details inferred that Elisha was greater 
than Elijah because the former did alone what had 
been previously done by the power of two. 

Let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me (v. 9). 
It was the portion of an elder son when inheriting 
poeeenty and receiving the authority and status of 

is father. In such a matter of family or tribe leader- 
ship, seniority had its recognized claim, but it could 
be set aside in favor of a younger son with higher per- 
sonal qualities of administration. Such was the test 
of spiritual vision imposed on Elisha, (2) 
ALEXANDRIA, EGyprt. 


% 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, we thank 
thee that thou dost ever plan to carry on thy work by new 
instruments when the old are withdrawn fom service by 
thee. May we be ready tor whatever work is laid upon 
us, in the home, in business, in the church, when our leaders 
of to-day are called up higher. And may we seek not the 
perishable gifts from those who have achieved much for 
thee, but the spirit which was in them for the doing of 
tasks left by them to our care. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Once when Henry Clay Trum- 
bull was speaking to students at the Northfield Con- 
ference, he said, ‘‘ And as to your family, my young 
friend, if you are doing more nobly than your grand- 
father did, you may well rejoice that he lived an hon- 
ored life; but it were better for you to have been a 
Bushman of South Africa, and improved all your 
privileges and opportunities, than to belong to one of 
the best old families of Massachusetts or Virginia, 
and not make a gain on its record. The question is 
not whether you are proud of your grandfather, but 
whether your grandfather would be proud of you.” 
When Elijah was about to be taken up into heaven, 
what was it Elisha asked of him? Was that an easy 
request to grant? No. Elisha was asking for what 
an eldest son might have asked; and who knows 
whether a father’s spirit, or a great leader's spirit, 
with all its zeal and faithfulness, can be handed 
down toa successor? But Elisha dared to ask just 
that. And God granted his prayer. Have any of 
us one to whom we look up with love and admira- 
tion, whose work we may have to take up some day? 
Shall we so live as to lead others to say, by and by, 
‘* The spirit of his father surely rests on that boy,” 
or, ‘‘ How like her mother she is, that girl who now 
has the cares of the house!” Would father and 
mother, preacher or teacher, be proud of you when 


(Comtinued on next page) 
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TO Quickly Relieve 


Soreness and Inflammation 


rub in a few drops of Absorbine, Jr. It is sur- 
prising how promptly it penetrates and acts— 
- how clean and pleasant it is to use and how 
= economical, because only a few drops are re- 
= quired to do the work. In addition to being a 
- dependable liniment, Absorbine, Jr., is a safe, 
= powerful, trustworthy antiseptic and germicide, 
- which doubles its efficiency and uses. 


a AbsorbineJ 
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THE ANTISEPTIC LINIMENT 





When applied to cuts, bruises, and sores, it 
kills the germs, makes the wound aseptically 
— clean, and promotes rapid and healthy healing. 
— It allays pain and inflammation promptly. 
Swollen glands, painful varicose veins, wens and 


bursal enlargements yield readily to the applica- 
tion of Absorbine, Jr. 


A 10% solution sprayed into the throat is 
cleansing, healing, and kills germs. An excel- 
lent preventive—thoroughly efficient and yet 
positively harmless. Absorbine, Jr., is made of 
herbs and is non-poisonous and non-destructive 
of tissue. 


Doctors : 
H Absorbine, Jr., f Pyorrhea (Riggs D d f : 
D entists ea tn wpe g yale ce . a 


Athletes use Absorbine, Jr., in advance of games to condition their muscles, and | 


afterward to prevent lameness, stiffness and soreness. 





| MT 
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prescribe and recommend Absorbine, Jr., olen they wish a thoroughly : 
aseptic condition produced. : 





What Others Say about Absorbine, Jr. 


Extracts from recent reports from satisfied users: 


** Absorbine, Jr., does just what you say it will do.” 

** As long as I live, Absorbine, Jr., will be in my house as a family liniment.” 

“*L used Absorbine, Jr., the other day for a severe bruise on the knee with entirely satis- 
factory results." 

** I think Absorbine, Jr., is the best preparation ever put out for use in cases of superficial 
of deep-seated inflammation and | shall certainly use it in the future whenever indicated in = 
my practice. == 

** Your generous sample made so good that a large size bottle was bought. Ik is all right — 
shall not be without it in future.” 

“I certainly thank you for sending me the trial bottle, as | would not be without it in the 
bom. I have never found anything so soothing and pleasant to use and at the same time 
so clean. 





(Complete reports with names and addresses mailed on request.) 











Absorbine, Jr., is sold by leading druggists at $1.00 per bottle or sent direct postpaid. 


A Liberal TrialBottle will be mailed to your address upon receipt of !Oc in stamps.Send 


for trial bottle or procure regular size from your druggist to-day. = 


WwW. F. YOUNG, P. D. hase 291 ——— St., Springfield, Mass. 
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GORDON 











A School of the Bible, of Culture, of Preaching, of Mis- 
sions, of Prayer and of Methods. Extended courses by 
prominent interdenominational leaders. Boston advan- 
tages. ‘Tuition free. Address for catalog and corre- 


spondence Dean Nathan R, Wood, Gordon Bible 








Boston’s Bible Institute Institute, Boston, Mass. 























MOLLER PIPE ORCANS 


Over two thousand in use. ‘Lhe highest grade instruments in America. Every part made in our own fac- 
tory and fully guaranteed, Endorsed by all eminent organists. Specifications and estimates on request. 
Write for catalogs. M. P. Moller, Hagerstown, Maryland. 


POCONO MANOR INN 


OPEN ALL THE YEAR. POCONO MANOR, PA. 
Pocono Summit Sta. D. L. & W. R. R. 


Under Quaker management ; 1,800 feet above sea 
level ; 800 acres ; finest scenery in Pocono Moun- 
tains; table, water and Friendly environment ; pri- 
vate baths; exhilars ating golf, tennis and bowling; 

ample garage; fine stone roads. J.W. Hurley, Mgr. 




















SUN DIALS 


An attractive addition to the lawn. Made of bronze. 
Prices, 8.00 to $20.00. Vith or without mot- 


toes. Pedestals for same. Send tor catalog. 


Williams, Brown G Earle, Inc. 


918 CHESTNUT ST., PHILADELPHIA 











ATLANTIC CITY 


THE KEEOS COMPANY {% 





g: _ ON THE BEACH 








iG 3 Op ae OP OPO, Lemme) cey-ey Fy 
are absolutely the best and most up-to date on 
the market. Electric Light, Steel Music Rack 
















and Stool al! within the organ. Send for Illus- 
trated Catalox. 
HOMO FABER, 53 W. Jackson Blvd., Dept 112 








When answering advertisements, 
mention The Sunday School Times. 


please 


, Chicago 
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From the Platform 
(Continued from preceding page) 


the time of responsibility comes? Think of 
one whose work you are to carry on, per- 
haps, one whom you love and look up to, 
and then see if you fill out this sentence | 
with the honored name in the first blank, 
and yours in the second: 





THE SPIRIT OF — 
DOTH REST UPON — 











If you are falling short of that privilege 
to-day, why not pray earnestly that you may 
have the ‘ first-born’s portion ’’ ? 

PHILADELPHIA, 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“* Hark ! hark, my soul, angelic songs 
are swelling.” 

‘‘T'm but a stranger here."’ 

‘*In the sweet bye and bye.”’ 

‘* T shall dwell forever there."’ 

‘It is not death to die."’ 

‘ Jerusalem the golden.’’ 

** One sweetly solemn thought.”’ 

“There is a land of pure delight." 


(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
Psalm book ** Bible Songs.’’) 
Psalm 16 : 1-41 (26: 1-4). 
Psalin 23 : 1-6 (46 : 1-5). 
Psalm 24 3 1-10 (48 : I-4). 
Psalm 73 : 23-28 (151 : 1-4). 
Psalm 61 : 1-8 (121 : 1-4). 





Department Helps 














For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 
| Notes stowes story, if well told, 


possesses unusual interest for chil- 

dren, and may result in an earnest 

desire for tiie spirit of courage and helpful- 

ness, such 
Elijah. 

The story may first be presented vividly in 


words, using the Scripture language as far as | 


possible, for it emphasizes the characteristic 


of accumulative repetition so attractive to | 
Three | 


children, Compare verses 2, 4, and 6, 
times Elijah says to Elisha, Tarry here, ete. 
Three times Elisha replies, I will not leave 
thee. 
sons of the prdphets meet them in three dif- 
ferent places, 

As a review the story may be helpfully 


illustrated on sandboard or blackboard by | 


designating four places for 
Jericho, and Jordan, 


Gilgal, Bethel, 


aione. The story wiil not be satisfactorily 
completed unless the children realize that 


: | Elisha’s request was granted, and the sons 


| of the prophets recognized that the spirit of 


| ply in action. 


| your department or class 
| Separate room, 





Elijah rested on Elisha (include verses 1-22). 

‘The story might be reproduced very sim- 
Many children play Sunday- 
school at home, and act out the stories. If 
meets in its own 
let two children represent 
Elijah and Elisha going from place to place, 
and let the other children greet them as the 
sons of the prophets. 

Lesson Teaching.—God rewards his faith- 
ful children. 

Review. —One time, 
lonely and tired, he wanted to die, 
work was not done. God sent him to a 
mountain to rest, and when he came back to 
his work God gave to him a new friend and 
companion, Elisha. 

Elijah’s work was to carry God’s mes- 
sages to kings. [lis first message to King 
Ahab was about no dew nor rain. 
could have found Elijah after that, he would 
have killed him, but God cared for him by 
the brook until the water dried up. Then 
God sent him to the widow’s home,—far 
across the country, where he stayed until 
time for the rain to come again. 


After the contest on Mt. Carmel, when 


Elijah’s God proved strongest, Queen Jeze- | 
| bel wanted to kill Elijah, but 


his work was 


| 
not done, 


When Queen Jezebel and King Ahab took 
Naboth’s vineyard, God sent Elijah again to 


tell Ahab how wicked he had been (recall | 


| the details). 


as Elisha admired in his friend | 


‘Three times in verses 3, 5, and 7 the | 


following the journey | 
of the two friends and the return of Elisha | 


when Elijah was | 
but his | 


If Ahab | 
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This Week's Lesson Story.— Elijah and 
Elisha were friends for ten years or more, 
Elijah found time to start and help school, 
for young men, who were Called sons of the 
prophets. He wanted to teach these young 
men to listen to God’s messages, and to Le 
brave to tell them to others. He often vis- 
| ited these schools and Elisha went with him, 
| so he learned much about Elijah’s work — 
'and loved it too. Elisha hoped that he 
| might some time do the same kind of work, 

God meant that he should. 
Elijah was growing old. In some way 
God let him know that his work was almost 
| done. Elijah decided to visit once more the 
schouls of the prophets. Elisha wanted to 
|vo with him. ‘They started together from 
Gilgal (vs. 2-7). 

At last they reached the banks of the Jor- 
dan, where God’s people had crossed long 
before. As the young men watched, they 
saw Elijah take off his cape or mantle; he 
wrapped it together and struck the waters, 
which divided so that Elijah and Elisha 
passed over. Of course the young men won- 
dered what would happen (relate vs. 9-12). 
Because Elijah obeyed God there was bless- 
ing and glory for him in heaven. In thy 
presence is fulness of joy. 

Elisha saw Elijah no more, but he picked 


| 





| up the cape which Elijah let fall,,and started 


back toward the Jordan alone, He missed 
his old friend. He had seen him go toward 
heaven, He hoped the promise would come 
true that a double portion of Elijah’s spirit 
might fallon him. He struck the waters of 
the Jordan, just as Elijah had done, and 
said, Where is Jehovah, the God of Elijah? 
The waters parted again, so that Elisha 
passed over, 

The young men who watched saw him re- 
turn alone and said, The spirit of Elijah doth 
rest on Elisha, and they welcomed him. 
They wanted to go and hunt for Elijah 
among the mountains. At first Elisha said 
No, but they begged to go, and searched 
three days, but did not find him. 

They asked Elisha to make their city his 
home. He could not promise, because he 
was God’s prophet, and must be ready to go 
anywhere with his messages. 

Elisha showed the power which God had 
given him by making the water good in that 
city. The water had seemed to poison plants 
and fruit. Elisha put sait in the spring, and 
the waters were healed. 
| Soon afterward Elisha left Jericho, for 
| God had other work for him to do, 

The picture and story of Ruth and Naomi 
| may illustrate a devotion similar to that which 
| existed between Elijah and Elisha. 

Expression.— The reproduction of to-day’s 
story in action will be more effective than 
| hand-work, 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. 


VERYTHING on this earth comes to 
an end. The book you are reading 
has a last page and a last word. 

Every day has its last minute. No matter 
how substantially any building may be built it 
is wearing out. One day it will be con- 
demned as unsafe. ‘Those magnificent trees 
in front of your home will some day fall to 
the ground because of old age. Human life 
is no exception, A child is born, grows to 
| youth, develops into maturity, then to old 
| age, and at length passes out of this life. 
| This has been the course of the thousands 


Luella Denison Baldwin 


upon thousands who have lived since crea- 
tion, and will continue to be until Christ 
comes (I Thess. 4 : 16, 17). Very often 
girls and many older people as well become 
so absorbed in the pleasures and interests of 
| this temporal life that they forget that there 
is an unending life into which all enter. 
Our study of Elijah’s life to-day is of his 
last days on earth and of his departure into 
the beyond. Many people dread death, and 
| if they do not know Christ as their Saviour 
; they may rightly dread death (John 3 : 36). 
But the girl whose life is hid in Christ has 
nothing to fear. ‘‘ For there is therefore 
now no condemnation to them that are inp 
Christ Jesus’? (Rom. 8:1. See also John 
5: 24.) Elijah had no fear of what was be- 
fore him ; his life had been lived in honor- 
ing God, so he was ready to meet him. 
Recall with a few leading questions what 
| we have previously studied of Elijah’s life. 
His last years were spent among the schools 
of the prophets. These colleges, or Bible 
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LESSON FOR OCT. I0 (2 Kings 2: 1-124) 


institutes, as they might be called to-day, 
were under the superintendence of a recog- 
nized prophet, whom the students called 
father (v. 12), while the students were known 
as children or sons (v. 3). Their study was 
that portion of the Old Testament called the 
Law of Moses. Some time was also given 
to music, sacred poetry, and various useful 
handicrafts. Elijah was at the head of these 
institutions, The account of his last visit to 
the schools at Gilgal, Bethel, and Jericho 
forms a portion of to-day’s lesson text. (1) 

Observe that as Elijah tarries at each of 
these places he declares, ‘‘ Jehovah hath 
sent me.’? The ones sent by Jehovah are 
the persons who gladden our Father’s heart, 
So many of us do our own choosing, going 
when and where we please. It should not 
surprise us then that our ways cross and our 
aflairs get tangled. But oh, the joy, the 
quietness, the contentment we have at all 
times when we can say, ‘* Jehovah hath sent 
me.’ God never disappoints the one who 
listens for his guidance. On what other oc- 
casion did Elijah reveal the secretof his 
life? (2) 

Upon each departure Elijah bade Elisha 
remain behind. Not that he did not want 
him, but doubtless to test his love and loy- 
alty and devotion. Elisha had already been 
chosen to take Elijah’s place (1 Kings 19 : 
19-21), and had been under his training. 
Elisha stood the test, for he loved Elijah. If 
Elisha had halted before the end, he would 
have missed great blessing. (3) 

At each place the young men of the school 
make the same statement to Elisha. Proba- 
bly Elijah was very feeble, and they were 
quite sure that he could not live long. They 
may have meant in Oriental speech ‘‘ very 
soon,’’ not necessarily that day (v. 3). Elisha 
was doubtless so grieved by the thought of 
separation from Elijah that he asked them 
not to talk of it. (4) 

God has led Elijah and Elisha each step 
of the way until at length they stand by the 
River Jordan. A huge difficulty confronts 
them now. Yet they neither stop nor worry, 
but going confidently forward Elijah took 
his cloak, wrapped it together, and struck 
the water with it. That’s the kind of de- 
pendence upon God that God loves to honor. 
It’s when we, in entire reliance upon God, 
are about to set foot into the water that God 
performs the miraculous, /Ve often want to 
see the water rolled back and the dry path long 
before we get to the river, but God doesn’t 
do things that way. 

Some say that they do not believe in the 
miracles of the Bible because God is not per- 
forming miracles to-day. If you are living 
‘perfect and complete ’’ in the will of God, 
in trustful dependence upon him and obedi- 
ence to him, there will be miracles in your 
life as truly as was the ary path through 
the Jordan to Elijah and Elisha. 


, 





I shouldn’t | 


be surprised if those fifty young theologians | 


had some doubts about the miracle. The 
trouble with them was that they were but 
on-lookers, ‘*standers afar off’’ (v. 7). ‘Ihe 
wonders of God are seen only at close 
range. (§) 

The question Elijah put to Elisha reminds 
us of the offer God made to Solomon. But 
hew did Elijah have itin his power to grant 
Elisha whatever he might ask? Because he 
was a mighty man of prayer. Elijah got 
things from God. We covet wealthy friends 
because of what they can do do for us, but 
the friend who prays for us heaps upon us 
greater blessing than all the wealth of the 
world combined. Do you long for a praying 
friend and for a similar offer? See Hebrews 
7:25 and John 15: 7. 

What would your request be? Solomon’s 
choice of wisdom proved what was in his 
heart; so did Herodias’ request of Herod 
for John the Baptist’s head prove her heart. 

lisha did not ask for money, estates, title, 
or fame, but that he might be fitted to carry 
on the work Elijah was laying down. Elisha 
saw God living in Elijah and out through 
him blessing all life that he touched. Elisha 
longed to be so used by God. Girls, godly 
women all about us are being called hence. 
Are you asking God to let you step into their 
shoes and bless the world through you as he 
has blessed it through them ? 

A class of girls had an ideal teacher. She 
was attractive in her person, was well in- 
formed, so sweet, gracious, modest, and 
Sympathetic, yet true, firm, and unflinching 
for the right. Christ revealed himself 
through her constantly, in her home, with 
her husband and children, in her social life 
as well as in her church life. Drawn to the 
Christ within her, these girls longed to be- 


| Bulldog. 





come women like her. 
teachers, are you your girls’ ideal of Chris- 
tian womanhood ? 
the girls’ attention to the fact that although 
they are only girls, yet some younger girl is 
looking to each of them as an ideal even as 
Elisha looked to Elijah. 


thing. 
thiene to our friends, but not spiritual things. 
Many parents and Sunday-school teachers 
would bestow salvation upon their girls if 
only they could. 
herself. 


this (1 Kings I9: 4). 
us life we must believe he has some purpose 
yet being fulfilled through us. 
would like to go as Elijah did? 
not be translated by fire and whirlwind, but 
does the Christian taste of death? 
said to Martha after Lazarus’ death, ‘I am 
the resurrection and the life . 
ever liveth and believeth on me shall never 
die’’ (John II : 25, 26). 


journey to Samaria, 
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How about it, 


If not, why not? Draw 


Elijah said that Elisha had asked a hard 
We can give money, lands, material 


Each girl must choose for 


Recall that Elijah wanted to die before 
So long as God gives 


You say you 
We may 


Christ 
. » and whoso- 


Christ died for us, 
in our stead, so that we who live in him are 
passed from death unto life (John § : 24). 

Elijah appearing with Moses hundreds of 
years after this on the Mount of ‘lransfigu- 
ration, and talking with Christ, is convincing 
proof that death does not end all. What we 
call death is but the transferring of our ex- 
istence, You have Christ? Then one day 
it will be true of you—‘' She was not, for God 
took her,’’ 


Next Week’s Lesson 

Where is Damascus? ‘Trace Naaman’s 

Describe leprosy and the treatment of 
lepers. 

Why did the curing of Naaman seem im- 
possible to the king, but not to Elisha? 

What cured Naaman? 

How is leprosy a type of sin? 

Los ANGELES, CAL, 
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Pucker’s ‘“ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 








T THE meeting of our class Friday night 
we had arranged this lesson like a dia- 
logue and practised reading it two or | 

three times. But before we gave it Sunday, 
teacher made us explain who the different | 
persons in the dialogue were. | 

Fred Keller had Elijah’s part, so he had 
to tell what he knew about Elijah. Carl was 
Elisha and explained that he was Elijah’s as- 
sistant, who was being trained ,to take his | 
master’s place. Bulldog and I were the sons 
of the prophets at Bethel, and the other three 
fellows stood for the sons at Jericho. 

‘*Make Pucker tell about us,’’ sung out | 
I had looked it up while we were 
studying the lesson with teacher Friday night. 
So I told how Samuel had started schools in | 
different places to train young men for re- | 
ligious leaders, just as we have theological | 
seminaries and Bible training schools now, | 
Elijah seems to have been very much inter- 





ested in these students and probably taught | 
them many things. | 


Bert showed on the map where the places | 
mentioned were, and passed around a picture 
of the country! between Jericho and the river 
where Elijah and Elisha must have walked | 
together. 

Then came the dialogue, beginning where | 
Elijah tries to make Elisha stay behind, but 
he won’t doit. Bulldog and I (students at | 
the Bethel Bible School) ask Elisha if he 
knows Elijah is going to be taken away that 
day. He says of course he knows it, but to 
keep still about it. They go to Jericho and 
say the same things there. Then they go 
across the Jordan river. Elijah goes up and 
Elisha cries: ‘‘My father, my father, the 


chariots of Israel and the horsemen thereof.’” | 


Finally Elisha comes back across the river 


with Elijah’s mantle and the Jericho students | 


say: ‘*The spirit of Elijah doth rest on 
Elisha.”? 


Then we talked about it, how Elijah must | 
have felt when he knew his work was over | 
and that he was to be taken to heaven with- | 


out dying. He must have been glad God 
didn’t answer his prayer that time when he 


wanted to die under the juniper tree. Mr. | 
Mason said our time to go must be in God’s | 
hands, not in ours, but we must so live that | 





1See “Visiting the Lesson Scenes,” page 553 in 
this issue. 


(Continued on next page) 
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It’s a Thin Wall 


That Bars You from These Dainties 
—These Bubbles of Wheat and Rice 


Remember that. The desires we awake here are easily grati- 
fied. Your grocer has at least a shelf-full of Puffed Wheat and 
Puffed Rice. 


A mere call brings them to you. 


Then you will have for breakfast toasted bubbles of grain 
puffed to eight times normal size. 


You will have for supper crisp and flimsy whole-grain morsels 
to float in bowls of milk. 


You will have for all times grain-made bonbons, with a taste 
like toasted nuts. 


All Food Cells Blasted 


In these foods, and these only, all food cells are blasted. In 
each grain we create, by Prof. Anderson’s process, a hundred million 
steam explosions. 


That means easy, complete digestion. 
It means the best-cooked cereals known. 


It means that every food atom in the whole grain—in the coat 
and the center—has been fitted to feed. 








Puffed Wheat, 12c @asj:i; 
Puffed Rice, 15c GJijias 


Except in Extreme West 1s¢ 





Every month the housewives of America are adopting Puffed 
Grains in a larger way. Some because doctors advise them. Some 
because they know these as scientific foods. 


But mostly because children delight in them. 


If they are not in the pantry order them now. Join the millions 
who enjoy them, moming, noon and night. 


The Quaker Oats @mpany 


Sole Makers 
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before has been gathered within the limits of one bco 


the latter’s connection with the Sunday campaigns e 





i as ‘*the Billy Sunday songs.’’ 


Have brought to the fore a new and immensely popular class of gospel songs—popularly known 
These popular and very effective songs are the product of the Rode- 
heaver Company. Many of them were in our two previous great books—‘‘ Great Revival Hymns ’”’ and 

a ‘*Great Revival Hymns No. 2.’’ Nearly two million copies of these two books have been sold, and the 
\’™ demand for them is unabated. And now comes a new, and we fully believe, greater Kodeheaver songbook— 


@& 


Songs for. Service 


This great new songbook is the joint work of CHARLES H. GABRIEL and HOMER A. RODEHEAVER. 


nables him to learn unerringly just what songs are most useful to the masses. 


which contains the best of these popular favorites, and in addition contains a large number of new songs that have been thoroughly tested in the Sunday 
campaigns and elsewhere, but as yet have not appeared in any other book. ‘lhere is not a bit of deadwood in the whole book i 
(outside the old agen section) on which the copyright is more than a few years old. ‘There is a bunch of real, live, vigorous evangelistic music between tts covers such as never 


most comprehensive, the most effective gospel songbook yet compiled. 





Fill out this coupon and mail it TO-D 


But—don’t take our word for it. 


AY 





THE RODEHEAVER CO. 

Please send me one......... bound copy 
Service ’’ for examination. I will either return the boo 
dition in fifteen days or will remit stamps in payment, 
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reet and Av. or && 
Monon Bidg., H ! 
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Se sure to specify binding wanted. Cloth binding, 35 cents per 


copy, limp 25 cents and manila 20 cents. 


Apply at once tor a copy of Songs for Service for Free Examination. 
Be sure to state which binding you desire to examine. 


here are very few pieces 


The former is the greatest living composer of gospel songs, and 
ve result of their labors is the most useful, the 





Songs for Service 
Facts in a Nutshell 


288 pages, printed from new 

plates, on better-than-usual 

ast and very attractively 

sound, the cloth edition in 

special made-to-order cloth, 

A department of Children’s 
Songs. 

A department of Men’s Songs. 

A department of Chorus Se- 
lections. 

A department of Invitation 
iymns. 

A department of Devotional 
Hymns. 

A fine selection of Devotional 
Readings. 

All the old favorites of the 





of **Songs for 
k in good con- 


THE HEAVENLY KING 
Popular Prices: 


CHRISTMAS SERVICES—The Rodeheaver Kind. 


and which your audience will enjoy hearing. 


THE STAR OF LIGHT 


Send jor FREE sample copies. 


Christmas services that are bright and 
; snappy—that you will enjoy preparing 
Three new ones, and among them is just the one for your school. 
PEACE ON EARTH 

5 cents per copy, 55 cents per dozen, $4.35 per hundred, prepaid; $4.00 
per hundred, not prepaid. 


**Billy’’ Sunday campaigns. 


Dozens of new songs that 


nave been tested in the 
“Billy’’ Sunday campaigns, 
that have been received 


with great enthusiasm and 
that have as yet never ap- 
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| Lippincott Bidg., 
0 Philadelphia 


peared in any book. 
Orchestrated for 
Fifteen Instruments 


Shaped Note Edition 
for the Southern Trade 
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Pucker’s ‘‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
(Continued from preceding page) 


we shall be glad at any time to be called 
home. (1) 

** But we've got to ave,’’ complained Fatty, 
*¢and Elijah didn’t.”’ 

‘*Yes,’’ agreed teacher, ** but through faith 
in Christ death becomes our friend instead of 
an enemy, carrying ushometoheaven. We 
need never fear death, only be ready.’’ 

Then he put on the board: 





GOD BANISHED DEATH FOR ELIJAH 
CHRIST CONQUERED DEATH FOR US 


**O death, where is thy sting.”’ 











Fred had to tell why Elijah tried to get 
away from Elisha, He thinks it was morea 
test than anything else, to see if Elisha was 
earnest enough to be his successor, Teacher 
said lots of things that would naturally dis- 
courage us, like hard lessons or hard jobs, 
are tests to see if we are worthy of promotion, 
and that the boy who stays witha thing is the 
boy who wins. 

Next we talked about Elisha’s asking fora 
double portion of Elijah’sspirit. Bumps ex- 
plained that it meant the share of an estate 
that went to the first-born, which was twice 
as much as the others got. Elisha was ask- 
ing to be made Elijah’s heir in power and 
blessing. Elijah answered that wasn’t for 
him to decide, but that if Elisha saw him go 
it would prove his fitness and God’s 
choice. (2) 

Bulldog told how Elijak was taken up. 
He said there came along what looked like 
a big storm. The lightning was so often 
and so big it looked to Elisha like a chariot 
and horses of fire. When the storm struck 
him Elijah went right up in it like a leaf in 
a whirlwind, and so God changed his natural 
body into a spiritual body without waiting 
for the resurrection, and took him home to 
heaven without his dying at all. P 

Of course teacher had helped him with 
that answer, but that about the lightning 
was his own idea of it. Mr, Mason went on 
to tell how when Christ comes again all the 
Christians then alive will be caught up as 
Elijah was and taken home without dying. 
He thinks Elijah’s experience was to help 
us understand what is coming to all true 
Christians on earth at the end. (3) 

**My, that would scare me,’’ declared 
Bert. ‘* I’d rather have stayed behind like 
Elisha did.”’ 

**'That’s just what God wants you to do,”’ 
answered teacher, ‘*You are in train- 
ing now to take the place of some worker 
who will some day be taken home. Perhaps 
it will be some minister or missionary, Sun- 
day-school superintendent or teacher. You 
may be called of God to teach a boy’s class 
in this very corner when I finish my work. 





GET THE BEST SELLING HYMN BOOK 





EDITED BY 
Prof. E. O. Excell, Dr. 
W. E. Biederwolf, Dr. 
H. W. Stough, Dr. M. 
H. Lyon, and 50 other 
leading evangelists. 
The Latest, Best 
and Most Popular 
Hymn Book 
Every Hymn in this 
Book is a Gem. All 
the Best Old Favorite 
Hymns. The Best New 
Copyright Hymns. 
The old * Make Christ King’’ was the most 
popular song book on the market, and the new 
one is better. Send 15 cents for sample copy. 


Deeper Experiences 


4 . 
of Famous Christians 
By J. Gilchrist Lawson 
Recently Published. Is the greatest 
book on the spirit-filled lite. 382 
pages. ‘l'wenty-one full-page por- 
traits. Cloth, $1.00; paper, 50c. 
Agents Wanted. 
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Stough 


Lyon 














The Precious 
Promise Testament 
With Complete Index 
The most helpful Testament published. It has all 
the precious promises in RED. It also has a 
Complete Index to every subject and important 
word in the New Testament. Descriptive Pam- 
hiet Free. Agents Wanted. Best Leather 

inding, only $1.00. 


The Glad Tidings Publishing 


RECENTLY 
PUBLISHED 














608 Lakeside Bidg. 
CHICAGO, ILL. 














The Wonder Book 


OF GOSPEL SONG, entitled 


Gospel Message 1,2,3 Combined 


472 world’s best gospel hymns with music, including 
the famous pieces of all evangelistic campaigns from 


Moody & Sankey to Billy Sunday 


Get the best known pieces beside nearly 100 new ones 
all in one book. Only $18 the hundred. Other 
bindings at slight increase. Preachers or superine- 
tendents may have free examination sample. 

HALL-MACK CO., 1018-20 Arch St., Philadelphia 
Agency, Chicago, 425 South Wabash Avenue 


CHRISTMA 


IS COMING 


It is not too early to be thinking about Christ- 
mas programs. Our new issues for this season 
are superb. Our advice 1s that you drop us 
a card asking for our 1915 Catalog of new 
Christmas music and Plays—Services, Reci- 
tations and Dialogs, Plays, Cantatas for Sun- 
dav schools (al<o for Choirs), Solos, Duets, 
Anthems, Male Quartets, Female Quartets and 
other novelties, all fully described and offered 
at attractive prices. 

Other interesting music for the Fall season is 
listed in this new catalog. There are a num- 
ber of pleasing specials that lovers of music, 
especially solo singers and choir leaders, will 
be glad to know about. 

It will only cost you a post card to get The 
Fillmore Christmas Catalog for 1915. You 
will be pleased and benefited by having it in 
hand. Drop the post card now. Address 


Fillmore Music House Sn sis 


decide on the new hymn-book for your CHURCH or 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL until you have seen 


HALLOWED HYMNS, 


NEW and OLD 
Edited and Compiled by 
IRA ALLAN SANKEY 


OVER 500,000 
COPIES ALREADY SOLD 


THOUSANDS OF CHURCHES USING IT 
THE VERY BEST—SEE AND BE CONVINCED 
$25 per hundred. Returnable samples mailed 
to ‘‘ earnest inquirers,’” 35 cents each by mail. 


THE BIGLOW & MAIN CO, New York or Chicago 


GET EXCELL’S BEST 


“JOY TO THE WORLD,” Prof. E. O. Excell’s great 
1915 music bookis now ready. His latest and best 
collection, Usable in both church and Sunda 
school. ; Oloth bound; $18 or $25-the-1 
Sample copy, . Returnable copies mailed to music 
committees on request. Orchestrated, 14 instruments, 


HOPE PUBLISHING COMPANY : Chicago 








So you be faithful and earnest as a pupil, 
and I will try to be faithful as a teacher, so 
we shall not disappoint our Master; and 
may twice as much of God’s Lloly Spirit fill 
you as I have ever had.”’ 

That made us all look pretty sober, es- 
pecially when he offered our closing prayer, 
and we shall remember that Elijah lesson a 
long time, 


Home questions for next time are: 


How did Naaman hear of a way to ve 
cured, 

How did Naaman get ready for the trip? 
Ilow was Naaman expecting to be healed? 
Why was the king of Israel troubled ? 
What was Naaman commanded to do? 
How did Naaman take such treatment ? 
Why would not Elisha take the money? 


An Outline of Pucker’s Lesson 


Truths. 
Our time to die is in God's hand. 
Christ conquered death for us. 
Persistency wins, 
‘Training to fill some vacancy. 
Beginning. 
Who are the characters in this lesson ? 
Locate the places, picture. 
Lesson read as a dialogue. 
Questions. 
How must Elijah have felt when he knew 
God was going to take him ? 
In what way is death a friend? (Black- 
board. ) 
Why did Elijah try to get away from 
Elisha ? 
What did Elisha mean by a double portion 
of Elijah’s spirit ? 
How was Elijah taken up ? 
Who else will be taken home without 
dying? 
What does God expect of young people 
now ? 


TERRE HAuvrtreE, IND. 





For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 











UUM TRAE for tare tym Books 
“Best Hymns’, bas plenty 162. Million solid. Manila cover $5.00 
per 100; Limp cover $8.00 per 100; Cloth cover $15.00 per 100. 





Evangelical Publishing Co. Lakeside Bldg. Chicage, itl. 





THIS (8S THE 


BOOK 





WITH 
THE 
NEW 
IDEA 








FOUR-HAND PIANO ARRANGEMENTS 
of FIFTY SELECTIONS from 
SUNDAY SCHOOL MELODIES 


Provides the latest and greatest instru- 
mental effect in Sunday School singing. 


Send 25¢ for complete song book and 6 samples 
of these ‘‘ Piano Duet’’ arrangements. 


TULLAR-MEREDITH CO., 265 W. 36th St., New York ; 14 West Washington St., Chicago 


“% 









NE of the Lord’s people, rich in faith 
O and ripe in experience, wrote me a 
short while ago in the following terms: 
‘* Family worship is the greatest blessing that 
can come toa home. My family all decided 
for the Lord while they were young, and I 
attribute much of the means of their con- 
version to our daily family worship. If we 
pray with our families we must live consistent 
lives, and it is a constant means of personal 
sanctification.’’ 

We used to hear far more twenty-five 
years ago about ‘‘ the means of grace’’ than 
we do now. Surely no richer ‘‘means of 
grace’’ has been put within our reach than 
the family altar. Our correspondent testifies 
first to family conversion. Just think of it; 
children gained for God at the hearthstone, 
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LESSON FOR OCT. 10 (2 Kings 2 : 1-12a) 


and so saved from a multitude of sins. In 
ihe second place, witness Is borne to the 
sanctifying power of this gracious observance. 
What infinite blessings we miss, therefore, 
by a neglect of a privilege fraught with such 
possibilities. 


October 4 to Io 
—2 King’s 2: 1-12 4, 
a See Then up into Heaven. 

An old writer has put it thus: ‘‘ The sec- 
ond man to leap the ditch where all the rest 
of mankind fell, went not downward to the 
sky.’ Unless the Lord tarry, such a change 
as Elijah’s shall be the portion of all those 
who love the Saviour. ‘*Caught up to meet 
the Lord in the air.’’ 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: The last promise 
and the last prayer in the New Testament 
hear upon the Second Coming of our Lord. 
Let us take up the prayer, **Come, Lord 
Jesus.” Pray for faithfulness to our ab- 
vent Lord and for the spirit of watchfulness 
to be found ready to welcome him when he 
comes. 

Tues.—2 King’s 2: 124-18, 
The Successor of Elijah. 

No worker is indispensable, ‘The Lord 
removes his workman, but his work goes on. 
The same Spirit was on Elisha, though the 
manifestations of His power were in strong 
constrast to His working through Elijah. 
What a blessing when of each other we can 
say, ‘* He worketh the work of the Lord, as 
J also do.” 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Dr. Andrew Mur- 
ray speaks of the ** wonderful power of in- 
tercession,’’ and such this ministry truly is. 
Pray the Lord to open our eyes to our share 
in it, that we, without reserve, may yield 
ourselves to it. Pray‘ for kings and for 
all that are in authority, that we may lad 
aguietand peaceable life.” 


Wed.—1 King’s 19: 15-21. Elisha Chosen. 

There was to be no gap between the two 
prophets. God has inexhaustible stores, and 
when he lays down one tool it is to take up 
another. We are only links in a chain and 
a wholesome conception of our work is that 
which gives us to see we can be done with- 
out, 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : What multitudes 
of men are engaged in looking after our 
safety and comfort, Letus pray for them, 
Our policemen, motormen, engine-drivers, 
signal-men, railway porters, guards, ticket 
collectors, scavengers, postmen, cabmen, 
and carmen, Pray that the grace and power 
of God, which wait for our bidding, may 
rest upon these various workers, 


Thurs.—2 Kings 4: 1-7. A Widow Aided. 

The oi] stayed only when there were no 
more vessels to fill. When we stop bringing 
God stops giving. ‘*God keeps giving him- 
self, as long as we bring that into which he 
can pour himself.’’ He fills the hungry with 
good things, while the rich he sends empty 
away, 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Remember in 
prayer missionaries who are isolated from 
the rest of the world and who are shut up to 
constant contact with each other. Genuine 
love and tran:zparency of character, born of 
the Holy Ghost, can alone sustain under 
such conditions, Pray that missionaries 
on learn increasingly to rely only upon 

od, 


Fri.—Mark 9: 2-13. The True Elijah. 

In the wonderful event of the transfigura- 
tion there was vouchsafed a brief manifesta- 
tion of the glory yet to be revealed. It at 
once announced the passing of the old dis- 
Pensation and its supersession by one more 
glorious and complete. Moses, Elijah, the 
Baptist—all gone. Christ remains, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Do we realize what 
4 privilege intercession is? It is of infinite 
importance in the Kingdom of God. Pray 
God to raise up men and women mighty in 
this great and gracious ministry, taking no 
rest and giving Him no restuntil his church 
be a praise in the earth. 


Set.—Matt. 11: 2-14. Testi y of the Master. 
* Praise from Jesus is praise indeed,’’ and 
hrist poured it out on John with royal prodi- 
tality, It is just like our Lord to speak well 
of his servant in his absence. The world 
does the very opposite. Sooner or later our 
rd will bear testimony to every man who 
has faithfully witnessed for him. 


A PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray for those who 
ad the praises of God in the sanctuaries : 


( Continued on next page) 
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A direct, straightforward an- 
swer to a question asked a 
thousand times— 


hat Really Is 
he Minister's Job? 


How far shall he go in civics, 
politics and city work? Is he 
at a discount because he is a 
clergyman? Who shall be his 
helper? ““The assistant pastor 
is a failure. Who then?” Doc- 
tor Joseph H. Odell gives a 
solution, cuts honestly to the 
heart of the matter and tells 
the one great need of the 
ministry today which every 
minister will recognize. 

‘The first of a great constructive 
church series in the October 


ADIES’ HOME JOURNAL 


15 Cents—Now On Sale—Everywhere 

























ALSO IN OCTOBER 


A Man Has 24 Girls “‘Wished’’ on Him, and He Tells What 
They Did to Him and What He Did With Them. It is funny. 


Why Black and Tan are the True Colors of the Clergyman. 
Do You Know? 


A Smart, Up-to-Date, Fashionable New York Girl Allows Her 
Private Diary to be Published. It is certainly ‘‘Snappy.”’ 
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Hymns 
of Wlorsbip and 
Service for the 
Sunday School 


will keep the music of the Sunday- 
school up to the standard maintained 
by the public school. 


Do not give the children doggerel. 
They do not like it and do appre- 
ciate dignified hymns and_ tunes. 
Remember that the Sunday-school 
is the training-ground of the church. 


HYMNS OF WORSHIP FOR 

THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL is 

rich in special material for this pur- 
pose, and contains in addition 


175 STANDARD HYMNS 
OF THE CHURCH 


which the children should learn. 





386 pages—every one practical— 
mechanical features of the highest 
grade. Bound in strong buckram. 


Introductory price, 30 cents, 
F.O.B. New York. 





SEND FOR A RETURNABLE S AMPLE 


The Century Co. 
353 Fourth Bve. 


Mew Work City 











Printed on Oxford Fine White Paper 
and the famous Oxford India Paper 


A Large Variety of Styles from 35 Cents Up 
POCKET BIBLES with large type. 
CHILDREN’S BIBLES with 


and Illustrations. 


OXFORD TEACHER’S BIBLES 
with the well-known Oxford 
Teacher’s Helps arranged under 
one alphabet like a dictionary. 


Helps 





Look on the title page for the name 
OXFORD 


The Scofield 
Reference Bible 


3ible for the English- 
With an entirely new 
From 











A wonderful 
speaking world. 
system of helps and references, 
$7.50 upward, 

Full explanatory booklet on application 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
American Branch, 35 West 32nd Street, New York 


LORENZ 


Supplies All Musical Needs 
of Sunday School and Choir 


‘*The King’s Message.’’ New Sunday-school song 
book with unison martial music and orchestra score. 

‘“* Praise Ye!’’ ‘The new al!-round song book 
which gives your altos, tenors and bass a chance. 

Christmas Sunday School Music. Send for our 
free packet of sample 
pages and description of 
our new services, new 
sacred and Santa Claus 
cantatas, etc. 


NEW YORK 
DAYTON, OHIO 
CHICAGO 


** LOME-MAKING. THE NEW PROFESSION.” 
FREE, 


‘is a 100-pp. il- 
lustrated han ‘ 


ook—it's ome study 
Domestic Science courses. For home-making, teach- 
ing and well-paid positions. 














PUBLISHING COMPANY 








AMERICAN SCHOOL OF 


Home Economics, so2 W. 69th St., CuicaGo, ILL. 
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For Family Worship 


(Continued from preceding page) 


chorus choir, quartette parties, soloists, or- 
ganists, and choir leaders, Since only truly 
saved and consecrated persons can rightly 
praise God, pray that those occupying these 
positions may be his and capable of singing 
the New Song. 


Sun.—Luke 24: 44-53. Parting Words. 

Christ’s words indicate that we miss the 
most important fact of the Old Testament 
Scriptures if we fail to recognize that he and 
his death as sacrifice are the center and sub- 
stance of them. His sufferings made the 
preaching of salvation possible, and lay upon 
his church the responsibility of telling that 
to all, 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Once more the 
Lora’s Day has come round, Seck this morn- 
ing to know the art of detachment from the 
merecarthly and pray for the heavenly mind 
which befits this Resurrection day. Pray 
for a fuller understanding of what it is 
to dwell with Christ above, 


‘ New York Ciry. 


Piano Pointers for the 
Sunday-School 


By J. Lincoln Hall 


T HAS been the experience of leaders that 

a piano is far preferable to an organ as a 
Sunday-school instrument. The piano 

is an instrument of percussion, and as such 
gives an instantaneous, clear and brilliant re- 
sponse to the touch. On the contrary, in 
reed instruments, such as the organ, there is 
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for it obstructs the sound and deadens the 
tone. 

Keep the piano well tuned ; frequent tun- 
ing is necessary because of the uneven tem- 
perature of the Sunday-school room. This 
should not be a prohibitory expense, as 
tuners will gladly contract for the work by 
the year at a very reasonable rate, as it gives 
them popularity and prestige. , 

Have some one with the proper training 
and temperament play the piano; poor 
playing is far more apparent than on the 
organ. The player must not elaborate too 
much on the music as written by the com- 
poser, yet some elaboration if skilfully done 
is very effective, such as playing the melody 
in octaves, filling out the harmonies, and at 
times improvising counter melodies. All 
these add color to the music and produce 
effects possible only on the piano, Players 
with delicate touch and little vigor in their 
playing should never play for the Sundav- 
school, but rather pianists with firm, decided, 
and robust style. 

It is also important that the player use 
use both hands exactly together, as a com- 
mon fault with the amateur is the playing of 
one hand slightly in advance of the other. 
This produces the effect of syncopation and 
makes singing difficult. 

PHILADELPHIA, 





Children at Home 








How Betty Was Punished 


By Margaret E. Sangster Jr. 





an appreciable difference between the touch 
and the production of tone, and hence the 
brilliancy ofthe piano, The piano will lead 
to drag the singing. The piano may be 
termed positive while the organ is negative. 
A common fault of Sunday-school singers 
is the inclination to drop from the pitch, 
with its fine, clear ‘‘leading’’ tones has a 
marked tendency to keep the singers up to the 
pitch in a manner which is impossible with 
an organ, . ‘The singing of the school when 
off the pitch suggests the playing of the little 
girl who rendered ‘* The Last Rose of Sum- 
mer’’ on an old organ, and as the high F 
which she was to play did not ‘‘speak,’’ 
every time she came to that note she played 
F sharp, everything else being in the key of 
F. The effect can readily be imagined. 
‘The piano is a more ‘** inspirational ”’ in- 
strument than the organ. In the piano the 
performer has at his finger ends the power 
to produce the loudest and most brilliant 


the aid of mechanical accessories. 

A feature that is growing in popularity in 
the Sunday-school is the orchestra. Here 
the piano is most helpful; indeed the small 
orchestra is seriously handicapped without it, 
as the piano keeps the players together bet- 
ter than any other instrument. 

Another point in favor of the piano is that 
it commands instant attention, A few strong 
introductory chords will call the school to 
order and attention more quickly than any 
other means. 

The piano is attractive to children. They 
love life and animation, and the brightness 
and spontaneity of the piano make a strong 
appeal to them. 

It is easy to teach new music to children 
with the aid of a piano, principally because 
the melody may be brought out with distinct- 
ness. 

Modern Sunday-school music, which has 
made wonderful progress in the last decade 
both in style and quality, seems to require 
the piano for its proper rendition. Sunday- 
school music of to-day is vibrant with life, 
full of strongly-marked rhythm, and requires 
an instrument that best gives expression to 
these qualities. 

The possibilities of the piano as an aid to 
singing and as a help to religious worship 
have been demonstrated by the present-day 
great evangelistic meetings. No one who 
has attended these services can forget how 
the piano keeps the great choirs and im- 
mense congregations in perfect pitch and 
time. 

The favorite place for an upright piano 
seems to be against the wall, yet this is the 








poorest position in which it can be placed, 


tone lacks the clearness, the distinctness, and | 


the Sunday-school while the organ is inclined | 


and this of course mars the eftect. The piano | 


effect and the softest, sweetest tones without | 





ETTY sat on the porch and kicked her 
heels into the graveled path, and as 
the dust flew up she scowled until her 

little nose was all wrinkled up. For Betty 
had been a very naughty gitl! Guess what 
she had done? She had broken mother’s 
| pink cup with blue flowers painted on it, 
and then (’cause she didn’t want mother to 
know) she said that Tommy (tommy was 
the pussy cat) had knocked it off the table. 
| And ‘Tommy, the poor kitty, had been put 
out of doors and not given milk for dinner. 

A little bird sat in a tree and sang, and 


| : oz < 

| when he sang it sounded as if he said: 

| ** Naughty little Betty! Naughty little 
Jetty !’’ Anda big bull-frog in the little 


brook croaked, and it sounded just as if he 
said: ** Poor Tommy! Poor Tommy !”’ 

And*then Tommy came walking around 
the side of the house, and looked mourn- 
| fully at the little girl on the steps. And 
when she called to him he said, ‘* Meow,’’ 
sadly, and ran away. And Betty felt se 
badly that she stopped kicking the path; 
and she jumped up and ran across the lawn 
to the orchard. And when she got there 
| she lay right down under a big, fat apple- 
| tree and cried. 

Betty lay there for a long time, crying, 
} and crying, and crying, when suddenly, 
| right behind her, she hear a loud ‘* meow.”’ 
| And looking up she saw Tommy, the 
| pussy-cat, standing beside her. Andoh! he 
had other kitties, lots of them, with him. 
One was a grey kitty, and one was a yellow 
kitty; and there were black kitties, and 
| white kitties, and tortoise-shell kitties; and 
| yes, Betty had to rub her eyes to be sure, 
| there was a pink kitty trimmed with blue 
| flowers just like mother’s cup. 

Betty was rather scared, but she was much 
more scared when Tommy spoke up. 

**Gentlemen,’’ he said, in a loud voice, 
‘*this is Betty, the little girl who doesn’t tell 
the truth,’’ 

The gray kitty looked at her with a sad 
shake of his furry head : 

**Is she the little girl who said that you 
broke the cup?’’ he asked. 

** Yes,’’ answered Betty’s Tommy. 

*¢Why did you do it?’’ asked a fat black 
kitty, ‘answer, Betty, and tell us why you 
were such a bad little girl.’’ 

**I didn’t mean to be,’’ sobbed Betty in 
a small frightened voice, ‘** Mother’s pink 
cup got in my way and I knocked it over—’’ 

‘*But why,’’ said the yellow kitty, ‘did 
you say that Tommy did it? And why did- 
n’t you ask the cook to give Tommy his 
milk. Tommy is so, so hungry !’’ 

**IT am sorry,’’ said Betty again. 

‘* What good does that do me ?’’ asked poor 
hungry Tommy. ‘I haven’t had my din- 
ner, and maybe I won’t get any supper 








(Continued on next page) 
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Children at Home 
( Continued from preceding page) 


either, Go tell your mother the truth, 
Betty, and then she will ask cook to feed 
me.”’ 

Betty shook her head stubbornly, ‘‘ No, 
no, no!’ she cried, 

The pink and blue kitty spoke up for the 
first time. 

‘* Kitties,’’ he said, ‘* Betty is a naughty 
little girl—a bad little girl. She told a story 
which cheated Tommy out of his dinner, and 
now the horrid little yirl will not tell her 
mother the truth. ‘Tommy must eat some- 
thing! Why not have him eat Betty ?”’ 
Betty tried to run away, but she couldn’t 
stir from the ground. And the kitties grew 
bigger and bigger until they were twice as 
high as Betty. And then they all licked 
their paws (just for all the world as if Betty 
were a little mouse). And just as they were 
going to jump at her she screamed, and-— 
Betty opened her eyes, The orchard 
was quite dark and there was not a kitty in 
sight—not one! And then Betty knew 
that it had been a dream; an awful, awful 
dream, so she jumped up and ran to find her 
mother. And oh ! how nice it did seem to 
see mother walking down the path, and 
Betty threw her arms around her mother’s 
neck, and said: 

‘*Oh, mother darling, I broke the pink 
cup with the blue flowers on it, and won’t 
you forgive me and give Tommy some 
milk ? ”’ 

And mother said : 

‘Of course I forgive my little girl, but 
she was very naughty to make Tommy bear the 
blame. Betty, promise me never to do it 
again ; always tell your mother everything.” 

And then she kissed Betty, and they went 
to the kitchen and gave Tommy a big sau- 
cer of thick cream. 

And when Tommy saw the cream he be- 
gan to purr—and guess what he did? He 
looked right up at Betty and winked his big, 
green eye! 


NEw YorK CIty. 
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Can You Answer These 
Questions ? 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


321. What great angel was the guardian 
angel of the Jews? 

. What gréat leader’s mother was also his 
great-aunt? 

. Who sprinkled ashes in the air to bring 
about a terrible punishment? 

. Where is the return of the greatest of 
the Old Testament prophets foretold ? 

. Where in the Old Testament is the be- 
trayal-price of Christ foretold ? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


316. When David was a fugitive from Saul 
he lied to Ahimelech the priest, telling 
him that he was on a secret mission for 
Saul. Ahimelech gave him food and 
arms, and for that Saul delivered him 





“* The Leading Fire Insurance Company of America ’’ 


AETNA 


Insurance Company 


HARTFORD, CONN. 
Incorporated 1819 


Charter Perpetual 


Cash Capital . . . . . . . . . $5,000,000.00 
Cash Assets, ....... =... 23,400,526.99 
Total Liabilities, . . . . . . . . 11,732,078.60 
Net Surplus, . . . » « « « « 6,668,448.39 
Surplus for Policy-Holders, » « « + 11,668,448.39 
Losses Paid in 96 Years, . . . . 144,393,663.21 


WM. B. CLARK, President 


Vice-Presidents 
HENRY E. REES A. N. WILLIAMS 
E. J. SLOAN, Secretary 


Assistant Secretaries 
E. S. ALLEN GUY E. BEARDSLEY RALPH B. IVES 


W. F. WHITTELSEY, Marine Secretary 


aad THOS. E. GALLAGHER, Gen'l Agent. 
WESTERN BRANCH, wie L. O. KontTzZ, Ass’t Gen'l Agent. 
175 W. Jackson Boule'd, Chicago, 111. L. O. KOHTZ, Marine Gen'l Agent. 
PACIFIC BRANCH W. H. BREEDING, Gen'l Agent. 
jor California St., San Francisco, Cal. E. S. LIVINGSTON, Ass’t Gen'l Agent, 


CHICAGO, ILL., 175 W. Jackson Boule'd, 
NEW YORK, 63-65 Beaver Street. 

BOSTON, 70 Kilby Street. 

PHILADELPHIA, 226 Walnut Street, 

SAN FRANCISCO, 301 California Street, 


MARINE DEPARTMENT ....... 











and Nob, the city of the priests, to 
Doeg, who sacked the city and slew | 
the inhabitants (1 Sam, 21: 2, 18, 19). | 
317. Saul (1 Sam. 20 : 24, 32, 33). | 
318. The three companies who were sent | 
by Saul to arrest David (1 Sam, 19: 20, | 
21). 

David met Saul in a cave and cut off 
the skirts of his robe but spared his life 
(1 Sam. 24: 4). 


320. Barzillai (2 Sam. 19 : 37). 


PHILADELPHIA, 


BIBLE STUDY te 


Result of over 20 years’ testing in actual 
use— DEVOTIONAL—INSTRUCTIVE. 
DESCRIPTIVE CATALOG ON REQUEST 


Association Press 372% 238k 


PREACHERS AND TEACHER 


books, and file clippings, by our Almos' 
topical and textual system. 


319. 


























Index the best 
x read in 
Automatic 
Send for Circulars. 








” 


Williams Pianos 


A n d oO r g a n $ Factory prices and easy terms. Send for 


free catalog. State which—piano or organ. 


Williams Piano and Organ Co., Dept. T, Chicago 





a 








WILSON INDEX CO., 18 Lovett Pl., Lynn, Mass. 





A Pertinent Question 


A speaker at a Sunday-school convention recently said, 
‘The question asked of a prospective Sunday-school teacher 
has been, ‘ Will you teach a class?’ Now it is, ‘Can you 
teach a class ?’ 


**The Sunday School Times has taught me how to teach the 
lesson with absorbing interest and enthusiasm. One mem- 
ber of my class said to another, ‘I can hardly wait for Sun- 
day to come, the lessons are so interesting.’ "—Miss Jeannette 
M. Dougherty, Chicago, ld. 


Your Answer 


Many of you who are readers of The Sunday School Times 
will doubtless answer, ‘‘I will, I can, and I am teaching a 
class.” Good! 


But how about the person who is only trying to teach the 
class next to yours? Have you not some responsibility in 
that direction ? 


We will send you without charge as many specimen copies 
of a current issue as you may need for introductory purposes, 
or, if you will send us the names of your co-workers who are 
among the not-yet subscribers, we will gladly send them a 
three- weeks’ trial of the paper free, and an announcement 
of our lesson writers for the year. 


The Sunday School Times Co, #031) Walnut Street, Philadelphia 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








Sunday, October 10, 1915 
Be a Leader! Be a Follower! 
(1 Sam. 14: 1-16; 18: 1-4. Led 

by the president). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 

Mon. — Called to leadership (Exod. 3 :7-12). 

‘TUES. —Called to follow (1 Pet. 221-25). 

WED.—Christ’s nominations (Matt. 10: 1- 
8). 

‘THuRsS. —A far-off follower (Matt. 26 : 57- 
4). 

Fr1i.—Deserving leadership (Matt. 23 : I- 


I2). 
Sat.—Helping the leaders (Num, 14: I- 
10). 











Whom should we follow ? 
What are the responsibilities of leadership? 
How can we train for leadership ? 


OD often thrusts leadership upon those 
G who shrink from it... Recall how 
many of the Old Testament heroes 

and prophets were men who never sought 
prominence and who even besought God 
not to lay public duty upon them. Recall 
also how many of those who sought author- 
ity and control either never won it or won 
it only to show their incapacity, It came to 
be a wise counsel of the ancient days, 
‘‘Seekest thou great things for thyself, 






and more efficient every day you live. 


pensable.”’ 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES (Lesson for October 10) Sept. 2 





» 19S 


If the library of every ‘‘Sunday School Times’’ reader could be equipped 
with the splendid’ Bible Study Books here offered at a tremendous price 
concession ($50.50 worth of books for $16.00), and if ten minutes of each 
day were spent in real Bible Study, these volumes, under Divine guidance, 
would render your Christian service, your teaching, your preaching, your 
influence on character building more telling, more inspiring, more helpful 


These volumes are well described as ‘‘wonderful,’’ ‘* matchless,’ ‘** indis- 
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Seek them not.’’ 

And even when men have been ambitious 
for high place and have won it and have not 
broken down in it but have carried out 
their plans, how sure can we be that it 
would not have been far better for the world 
if they had not thrust themselves in? Again 
and again the world has had to set itself 
patiently to work out from the effects of the 
schemes and activities of men who +jave set 
themselves to lead their fellows, 

We make a great deal more of ourselves 
and a great deal less of God than we would 
if we knew him and ourselves and _ history 
better. God’s great plan is wiser than any 


plan of ours and it needs humble discernment | 


and obedience on our part rather than pre- 
sumptuous meddling and the mushroom 
scheming which we are so prone to call 
‘statesmanship’’ and ‘‘strategy.’’ God 
has a mighty will in history which embraces 
every human life and we need to find that 


willeand hide in it rather than to cross it 
| 


with our little projects. 

But that will means work for each man 
and work which each must do because it 
cannot be done byanother. And each man’s 


work will be shown to him by God. Some | 


of us who want to follow must lead. Others 
who want to lead must follow. ‘lo every 
man his work.’’ Each of us has his own 
influence to exert and God needs just that 
from us in His plan, 

Each of us needs simply to find and to do 
his duty. It will not be hard to do this. 
Duty is seeking men more diligently than 
they are seeking it. I: we find and do our 
duty and others find and do theirs, who leads 
and who follows is of no consequence. All 
together we shall do our duty which is God’s 
will, 

** Be what you would make others.’’ 


‘* Like to the sunlight, —gladdening, 
brightening all, 
Quiet as dew, which no one heareth 
fall, — 
So let thine influence be !"’ 


‘** First seek thy Saviour out, and dwell 
Beneath the shadow of His roof,— 
Till thou has scann'd His features well 
And know Him for the Christ by proof; 
Then, potent with the spell of Heaven, 
Go, and thy erring brother gain !"’ 


Ouly those can lead their fellows aright 
who seek to get their fellows with them to 
follow God. 

‘** Be ye followers of me even as I also am of 
Christ,’’ is the true leadership principle, and 
it is his Leader and not himself whom Paul 
would have others see. 

Was there ever a truer leader than John 
the Baptist who led men to Christ that he 
himself might disappear ? 
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